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Editorial Notes

e hovs and girls
have certainly spoken
for themzelvizs 1n the
present number of Urs
ann Dowps, snd we can only hope

Bulk ltbi
Gmt.entl.

we have ot overdosed our readers

with I:'-r'iE’iﬂ:.l accounts of their ax-
periences.! If we had been less sofi:

hearted the present number would -

probably have .consisted cf much
fewer pages,
dially dislike having to reject latters
that we Unow are tha- big- effort of
small brains and 1:1gers that | look
for their reward in =eging their very
own composition in Urs axp Dowss.,
Moresver, we have good renson to
know thar, the produciions of our
- youthful !IH.'!'.I'TI:Epﬂf-dciﬂﬂ Are | read
‘with & degree of interest and en oy-
ment thatlis exncited by nothing 4lse
that we publish, and we have a
ehrewd ldcﬂ. that if the cheice was
to be decitled by a majority vole of
* our readera, we should be told that
we might cut down anything else
oo liked Bat th give plenty of space
tc the letters from our boys and
girls, h:HIlig of how things are laring
with them and how their lives are
passec on|the Canadian furms,  We
suspect, 18 fact, that we need make
ne apology whalever for the many
pages in the present number that
vepreszul [the work of *four own
cerrespondents,” and that these let-

but we do most zor |

low

suspension of business.

ters of which we publica so large n
number ‘will be appreciated and en-
jI:I' racl b". all who lihke to hoar of
young folks making their way brave-
Iy Hp“‘“‘it’d in the warld, .J.-:ung good
service and leading useful and heppy
lives. :

L3
Our Old- We congratulate our-
Fashioned selves and our readers
¢ Wicter. that the long, severe

winter 15 over at kast.
We have ne idea how many yea s it
15 necessary ta go back in Canadian
hizstory to rzcall such ancthes wirler
as we have just gone through, We
fancy far beyond the records ol any
meteorolegical Jepaﬂmem. end we
|n1=|.§mc toe ey ol ““Lthe uldest
inhabitant” would have to be sevare-.
Iy taxed to call up such a succession
of . storms, such a continpation aof
temperatlure and  such - exkra-
ardinary depths of snow-fall as we
have eaperienced since the first of
January. We could fill pages of
Ups axe Downs with incidents
tragic and comic that have come
under vur observation in connection
withy weather .conditions. of. sto-m-
bound travellers, drifts ‘mountdins
high, ‘pitch-holes wvalleys deep,
snowed-up tralns, abandoned rail-
ways, impassablz roads and general
But though
we have suffered and endured much
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‘when we are now baskin
sunshine of our glorious Canadian

Snows," we will not be sv ungallant
as to recall her severities, especially
in Lhe

springtide and looking forward to

" summer and cur summer's work.

_have tried another.

B

WEhave he&vyarr&ars ;

The Work of 'toovertake in our visit-
our Visitors. ing work, which have
beenaccumulating dur-

ing the many weeks when travel by
road and by rail has been well-nigh,
if not alto
no small thing that would keep either
Mr. Griffith or Mr. Gaunt within
doors, and repeated and valiant at-
tempts have been made and renewed
by these veteran knights of the road
to get to their work. When baffled
in one section of the country they
If on some
branch line of railway the company
refused to issue tickets on account
of the suspension of the train service,
they would attempt to reach a point
on the main line. If all roads were
blocked in one direction from a town,
they would try the other. If one
liveryman refused to turn out man
and horse, they would endeavour to
induce another to take the risk ; but
in the end the forces of nature were
too - much for them, and we were
obliged to leave many districts where

visits to our boys were due or over

~— due. =~ With the return of fine
weather and normal-—cenditions, ~ should hreak down in health or be

- however, all our forces have taken

the field, and with the extra help
that we hope to secure, we look for-
ward to being soon up to date in

this important department of our

work. 'We mention this lest any
youngster should imagine himsell

* forgotten when the time passed for

the usual annual visit. No one has
been forgotten. Owur ‘‘ Bovs’ Dirac-
tory"—the bulky volume in which

“the names and locations are enfered

according to counties, and from
which the routes of the visitors are
laid put—has been continually before
us during the past weeks and
months, and those boys whom, from

. the* sheer impaossibility of reaching

them, we have been forced to leave,

ther, impossible. It is -

s ' Ups and Downs ..
 at the hands of our * Lady of the ‘

bave béen an aﬂr-p_rqunt_ source of
concern and anxiety to us. No one
could have lon more than our-
selves for the rele _"l of the wiqr;ll-:s
grip, that our visiting work might
heﬂfnumed'; and ;:? for our col-

leagues, Mr. Griffith and Mr. Gaunt,

no war-harse scenting the battle afar
off could be more eager for the fray;
or could rejoice more to be again in
harness, than these estsemed breth-
ren.

L I
' Tue value, the impor-
Esential  tance, the absolute
Conditiens. necessity of personal

Gt - visiting, every year's
:#Jeriance in the work tends more
onglyto emphasize. The responsi-
bility of placing out children of ten-
der years as strangers in a strange
land is a very serious one, and is
anly justified under cenditions by
which they are carefully and vigilant-
ly watched over. Any slackness or
neglect would speedily convert what
is now one of the most hopeful, bene-
ficial and far-reaching of the philan-
thropical movements of the day into
an abuse and a scavdal. Given the
conditions of careful selection of the
children; a wise cheice of situations
or foster-homes for them in the new
country, an efficiently organized sys-
tem of supervision over the children
placed out by correspondence and
visitation, suitable provision for
taking charge of such children as

guilty of serious misconduct, and
child emigration has proved itself -
in its results a work of incalculable
value, whether regarded as a
solution of pressing social prob-
lems, a great Imperial enterprise,
or an cutcome of Christian effort.
But if either condition is lacking ;
if undesirable, unsound, wnpromis-
ing children are dumped upon the
colony ; if proper care is not exer-
cised in sectriog homes for them
with respectable, kindly people ;-
and if they are vot watched over

and kept in ¢lose touch with for

the first few yearsafter their arrival,
there iz no movement that would
more readily court failure and
‘disaster. -

!



. WE are glad ta think
- Onward, that we have not to
Tramting. - reproach ourselves

'::;ih neglect of those

conditions that ensure the success
of the work. In respect to the work
of supervision we are never allowed
- to become remiss. ‘“More frequent
-visiting, closer and more vigorous
supervision” is the burden of the
admonitions that we constantly re-
ceive from Dr. Barnardo. At times,
indeed, we venture a gentle sugges:
tion that all this means increasing
expenditure and greater demands
upon the funds of the [nstitutions,
which demands do not always meet
with the ready and generous re-
sponse that we could desire, In
desponding moments we even lake
up our parable and talk about mak-
ing bricks without straw, and the
limits of bank overdrafts, and the
like. But though we say these
things, and in seasons of the blues
think more than it weuld be prudent
to say, we know right well that we
aré engaged in a work which has
been built up not on commercial
principles, or by virtue of financial
foresight, but by living faith in a
loving God, and a waiting upon
- Him, whose is the silver and the
gold, and Who is also the Father of

_the fatherless and Who heareth the

needy when they cry.  So we bid
ourselves remember thalt now for
well-nigh forty. years in the history
of D'r. Barnardo's work the need
has brought the supply, and we gird
ourselves to the growth and expan-

sion of the work without knowing

where the means are coming from,
but knowing that misgivings of this
kind must not be allo to stay
our hand, and that our watchword
for the future, as it has been in the
past, must be “ Forward " in the
direction of greater results and still
higher efficiency and usefulness.

v
We have begun the
The First
tuh:fm
bays, ‘W"g have attempted elsewhere

season’s work with the
arrival, on the sth of
to give a sort of daily record of vur.

April, of a party of 272

voyage, and although the j'ﬂ-l_.llﬂﬂ’;'
passed off without any sp
sensational occurrences, the details

of such expeditions have ahra{;
Lo et

some degree of interest, and to

readers of Ups anp Dowwne it will
recall what was for each one of
them an eveni of high importance
in their lives. No one, we are sure,
who saw anything of thess latest
arrivals will grudge them any of the
praise bestowed on them. _
were a picked body of fine English

Mok slons g

3

special or -

They _

working boys ; well nourished, well"

taught and well trained; in short,
well fitted and furnished for the new

life in the new country. Of trouble,

of insubordination, of unruly con-

duct during the voyage, we had

none, and we believe our lads have

one out honestly purposed to do

the right, to work faithfully, to live

cleanly, to show themselves a credit
tc the Homes.

o :

““ How are things in

Conditions in England?” is a ques-

England,  tion many limes put

to us after we get back

from one of cut frequent trips. Our

own good old Mother-land, if we

canngt exactly speak well of her, we

are not going to malign her, A rich
and goodly land she will always be.’
Britannia rules the waves, and under

her sway they have been the means

of carrying the blessings of liberty,
civilization and the Gospel of Christ

te all parts of the earth. The old

lion is “siill living, but there is no

use in denying that things are not

in good case with him just now.
We were never so much impressed
with the prevalence of crushing
poverty and cruel struggle for exist-
ence, all the indications and accom-
paniments of bad times, as we were
during our recent short stay in
London. Perhaps it was the ex-
treme contrast between the depres-
sion &t home and the present exub-
erant prosperity that we are witness-
ing in Capada that made the gloom
seem darker than usual. But dark
it certainly was, and almost every-
body we spoke to bad the same story
vo tell of scarcity of work, loss of



- income, falling off of business, slack-
ness in trade. ‘‘ Don’t krow what
things are coming to” was the re-
mark we most commonly heard, and
which, from our own observation, we
could only echo. Never did we see
greater cause to rejoice over the
great number whom we have sezn
placed in such differen: and brighter
surrourdings, and for whem an en-
vironment of hopeless poverty, want
and pauperism has been changed to
one of abundant and well-paid em-
ployment, advancing prosperity and
unlimited possibilities of develop-
ment. We do not, by any means,
class ourselves among the croakers
who talk about the sun of England
setting. It is a long way above the
horizon yet, but-it seems to us that

- some heavy clouds have gatherad
over it that are casting very chilly
shadows upon the scene. There are
many causes to account for the pre-
sent depression—the reaction after

. a_ cycle of good times, the drain:

made by the war upon the country’s
resources, the disastrous harvest,

the failure of the cotton supply.’

‘Thereare agood many-people, includ-
ing probably o5 per cent. of Cana-
dians, who have given any thought
to the subject, who censider that a
_great_amount of the depression in
. British trade and industry is due to
an obstinate adherence to a fiscal
policy that has shown itself to be a
mistaken one, and that a certain
famous statesman is pointing to the
remedy, and that the country, if it
is wise, will follow his leadership.
Others, of course, think very differ-
~ ently, and believe that bad would
.. be made much worse by any depar-
ture from our time-honcured free
trade principles. -We are not at
liberty to express any opinion, ner
conceited enough to suppose that
our opinion would be of any value if
. we were, but we can see with our
eves and hear with our ears that
- England, unlike Canaca, is not pros-
perous just now, and agsin we re-
joice with irclt rejoicing over the
‘many to whom the emigrant ship
has been the bridge of hope, and for
whom the distressing conditions
LN

that we sec always and everywhere
in England are no more thana rap-

“idly fading memory of the past.

: !
= -ProBABLY no question
. 'I'"f‘ is “causing as much

real anxiety amongst
MW the more !;huugﬁtful
sections of the community in Eng-
lard to-day as that of the physical
degeneration, of our people; in
other words, the extent to which
the men and women of te-day svem

to be shorter in stature, smaller in

-limb, less hardy, vigorous and capa-

ble of exertion and endurance than
their fathers and grandfathers. It
is asserted that, althcugh the physi-
cal standards of the army have been
repeatedly lowered, the percentage
of men who are rejected from enlist-
ment becomes larger every Yyear,
and that in bodily strength and phy-
sical proportions our army compares
more and more unfavourably with
the RBritish Arm
and with the Continental Armies of
the present day. It is certainly not
pleasant to think that we are in
danger of becoming 3 race of weak-
lings, and that our soldiers and
sailors of to-day are not to be com-
ed with the men who fought -
under Nelson and Wellington, and
that no modern British
encounter the hardships and ex-
posure of the Peninsular’ Campaign.
True it is that physical strength and
stalwartness are not everything,
even in war. Sound minds and |

raat hearts are often found in very

rail and weakly bodies. Brain
counts for more than brawn in the
sum total of the world’s work, but
at the same time no natign can re-
gard with indifference the bodily de-
generation of its citizens, and a
peaple amongst whom an increasing
proportion is undersized and sickly
canno: expect to hold its own with
its rivals, We are inclined to think
that the extent of the eévil has been
a good deal exaggerated, and that
there is no such deterioration in the
natianal phvsique as is sometimes
represented, but there are, no doubt,
causes at work among the great in-

of the past
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dustrial populations of Great Britain
that make for degeneration. Prob-
ably overcrowding is the principal
of these causes, which, in its turn,
“is the result of the influx of popula-
tion from the agricultural districts
into the great cities. The sons of
the men who grew up at the plough-

tail on the W:ltshire downs or the -

Yorkshire wolds, and whose strength
‘and hardiness were akin to that of
the horses they drove, have lzft the
land for the city factory, where their
lives are passed from year to year,
both in fheir places of employment
and in their homes, in a polluted at-
mosphere, that has the effect of
stunting growth, breeding discase
and checking every form of healthy
development. The solution of the

roblem ol overcrowding, with all
its attendant evils, is to get the
people back tc the land, especially
the young people, who have years
belfore them of growth and develop-
ment. And this, be it remarked, is
just what Dr. Barnardo is doing in
his emigration work. Waznewver, in-
deed, hear or read a discussion of

the problem withoul reflecting upon

the vigour and healthfulness of
our boys and girls in Canada,
and of the numberless cases of
splendid physical improvement that
we——have —seen amongst them,
And when people in England are
lamenting over théir housing prob-
lems and the overcrowding of their
cities and the * weediness " of their
army recruits, we would like to say
to them, Send your boys and girls
over to Canada, and let them grow
up here to be strong and healthy,
and deep-chested, and capable of ex-
ertion and endurance. For hard
work, sustained muscular exertion,
endured without extreme fatigue or
injury to health, we would not hesi-
tate to match a company of our sea-
soned Farm lads in Canada with a
like number of youths or men of
any country in the world.

And,
furthermore, our young larmers are.

not mere clod-ho . The life and
work of a Canadian farm is essen-
tially calculated to dewelop intelli-
gence, enterprise, skill and resource.
Machinery is in such general use
that the young farmer zcquires no
inconsiderable mechanical ' skill in
its use. Moreover, almost every
Canadian farmer is his own carpen-
ter, painter, tinsmith, wheelwright,
butcher and general bamly man, so

- that arboy who has received his train-

ing on the average Canadian farm
has had ample opportunity to de-

velop his brains as well as his
-muscles. There may, indeced, be

many divergencies of opinion and

1many anxious problems arising from

the present condition and future
prospzcts of the. class in England
from which our boys and girls are
chiefly drawn, but there ean be but
one opinion among those who know
anything of our girls and boys in
Canada, and that is that there is no
degeneration here, hut that amidst
the morally and physically healthy
surroundings amongst which they
are placed our young people are
growing up to manhoed and woman-
hood with sound, active minds in

strong, vigorous bodies, :

o s

— Aol
In Explanation. our subscribers for cur

* more than usually be- -
lated appearance. The ahsence of
the Editor in England is partly ac-
countable for this, and our excuse
for the further delay is the destruc-
tioc of all available stocks of paper
and general demoralization of every-
thing connected with printing and
publication eaused by the tremendous
conflagration in Toronto on the
night of the 1g9th April. We could not
help our absence or prevent the fire,
and, under the circumstances, we can
only ask our readers to accept our
sincere regret for any disappoint-
ment that has been caused them by
our unpunctuality.






























































































































































































































