
the Together Trust

c a r e  •  e d u c a t i o n  •  s u p p o r t  •  s i n c e  1 8 7 0

Manchester and Salford Boys and Girls 
Refuges and Homes (1870-1920)
The Manchester and Salford Boys and Girls Refuges and Homes had a number of homes providing care and 
employment to those in need whilst it was resident in the Manchester area 1870-1920. The Together Trust 
has admission details for all of the children resident in these homes. Please contact the Records, Archives 
and Information Officer for more details.

Below is a directory of the homes owned and ran by the Charity and approximate dates:

First Home for Boys, 16 Quay Street, Deansgate, Manchester (1870-1871)

The home opened on the 4th January 1870 to provide shelter for boys living on the streets. It contained twelve 
hammocks and gave boys a bed for the night and breakfast in the morning, before having to fend for themselves 
during the day. Closed in 1871 when the Central Refuge was opened on Francis Street. 

Central Refuge and Workshops, Francis Street, Manchester (1871-1920)

The central headquarters for the work was established at Strangeways in the autumn of 1871. This building was 
the centre of administration as well as providing a home for those considered ‘destitute’. Here boys received 
shelter and education and were assigned a form of work considered most suitable for their abilities. The 
building was completed in three sections with the last extension in 1883 doubling capacity and allowing for 
the accommodation of 120 boys. The building was sold for £16,000 in 1920 when the charity moved out of the 
city centre.

Marchmont Home, Belleville, Ontario, Canada (1872-1914) 

The Marchmont Home in Canada acted as a receiving home for children emigrated by the Society. Here the 
children were taken and cared for, pending arrangements with the farmers of the district to take them into their 
families and provide work.

Four Homes for Working Boys, Lower Broughton (1873-1888)

Spread out in the Broughton area these homes were for older boys who were in regular work. The service moved 
to Great Ducie Street in 1891. 

Little Boys’ Home, 34 + 36 Great Ducie Street, Manchester (1875-1878) 

The home opened on 20 Aug 1875, as a home for younger destitute boys with no parents, but was closed down a 
few years later.
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Six Homes for Orphan Children, George Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester 
(1875-1920):

•	 Langworthy Home, (No.2)

•	 Garnett Home (No.4)

•	 Crossley Home (No.6)

•	 Higgins Home (No.8)

•	 Atkinson Home (No.10)

•	 School Girls Home (No.12)

These homes were for younger children many of whom were orphans. They were based on providing a family-style 
atmosphere with the children attending neighbouring Board Schools. Most were sold in 1920 when the charity moved 
out of the city centre. Langworthy and Garnett remained as Working Lad’s Homes however until 1945.

Heathfield, Broughton Lane (1878-1894)

Heathfield was the first home for poor neglected girls. The girls ranged in age from ten to fifteen, and here they were 
given a place of shelter and engaged in laundry and housework. They were later placed in situations. The home closed 
in 1894.

Seaside Convalescent Home, 2 + 4 Warton Street, Lytham (1883-1914) moved to 
510 Abergele Road, Old Colwyn, Wales(1915-1984)

The ‘Sea-side Convalescent Home for Delicate City Children’ was first established in Lytham on 30 June 1883. The home 
ran as a recuperating agency by the seaside for those children not eligible for admission to the permanent homes. Due to 
the large numbers of applicants, larger premises were sought, £5000 was raised and on the 29th December 1914, a new 
home was purchased in Tanllwyfan, Old Colwyn. 

Children’s Shelter, 14 Major Street, Manchester (1884-1890) moved to  
Chatham Street, Manchester (1890-1945) incorporated a Juvenile Remand 
Home (1910-1945)

A Receiving Home was opened in 1884. This was a central establishment that stayed opened 24 hours, so that needy 
children could be provided with temporary accommodation at any time of the day or night. It later incorporated a 
Remand Home to prevent children being placed in prison.

Rosen Hallas and Convalescent Cottage, George Street, Cheetham Hill, 
Manchester (1886-1922)

Most of the girls housed here were trained in domestic duties or for life overseas and were emigrated to Canada. There 
was also an adjoining cottage to Rosen Hallas which was set up for weak and ailing children and was sometimes referred 
to as the seventh orphan home. The building was sold in 1922 to Higher Crumpsall Hebrew Congregation for £2300.
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Gordon Boys Home, Plymouth Grove, Manchester (1888-1891)

Gordon Boys Home was a separate property to the Refuge, which housed boys that had been convicted of felonies as an 
alternative to the main jails. Its work was taken over by the Refuge in 1891 but the charity holds registers from 1888.

Bethesda Home, George Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester (1890-1958)

Bethesda was officially opened by Mr. Oliver Heywood on the 4th January 1890. It was used to care for the destitute 
children in the city, who were also disabled in some form, and allowed them to recuperate and live in clean pleasant 
surroundings, benefitting from professional care for as long as they needed it. The house was sold in 1958 when the 
service moved out of the city.

Set of properties on Great Ducie Street No’s 60-80, Manchester:

Working Lad’s Home, (1891-1917)

The Working Lad’s Home and Institute provided a form of family life for lads who were in regular work. These homes were 
originally located in Broughton. Service moved to George Street around 1920. 

Boys’ Emigration Home (1891-1914)

The Sir William Stevenson Emigration Training Home was set up on Great Ducie Street to help prepare boys for their life 
overseas. It was officially opened in 1891 but closed in 1914 when the Refuge’s properties on Great Ducie Street were 
requisitioned for a Military hospital.

Boys Brigade Home (1887-1920)

Housed boys working in the Shoeblack or Messenger Brigades. 

Tetlow Grove House, George Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester (1896-1904)

Tetlow Grove was used as a home for neglected motherless children, many of whom were girls. This widened the principle 
of admission of orphan children, many of whom were returned to their fathers after a few years. By 1904 this service had 
been transferred the Higgins Home.


