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CANADA.

FIRST REPORT

OF THE

SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION
OF CANADA

ON

IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION.

The Committee respectfully submit the evidence they have obtained from various
sources on the subject of Immigration and Colonization. :

They learn with satisfaction from the information obtained from the evidence of
Mr. Lowe, the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, of the arrangement entered
into between the four Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia,
with the Dominion Government, for centralizing in the Minister of Agriculture, the
management of the agencies abroad, to promote immigration to Canada. ' Before this
arrangement was agreed upon, the Dominion and Provincial Governments each main-
tained independent agencies; a system which led, in many cases, to waste of strength
and divided counsels.

The duty of the several Provinces would seem naturally and properly to be to make
provision for the care of immigrants after their arrival.

The actual immigration to Canada appears to have been less in 1874 than in the
previous year, the total number of settlers being, in 1874, 39,373, against 50,050 in
1873, which was a year of exceptionally large immigration. In 1872 the number of
settlers was 36,578.

The immigrants from the United Kingdom are stated to be of a class particularly
suited to the country ; there being a very large number of agricultural labourers, with
their families. -

It is noticeable that in 1874 there was an unusually large number of immigrants
from the United States, as ascertained from entries of settlers’ goods at Custom Houses
along the frontier. The number was 14,110; a considerable proportion of these was
understood to be repatriated French Canadians. This is a gratifying feature of the
immigration of the year.

The Committee have learned, with satisfaction, that the Dominion Government bave
set aside four townships in the North-West to be appropriated in free grants to repatri-
ated Canadians, and that exertions are being made to induce their return, as a specially
valuable class of immigrants.

The Committee also learn, with satisfaction, of the successful settlement of a -
Mennonite colony in Manitoba, numbering 1,349 souls. It is expected that this number
will be very much augmented during the coming season, Parliament having sanctioned
a loan of £100,000 te assist in this immigration.

The Mennonites who settled in Manitoba last year arrived somewhat late in the fall,
but they had considerable capital, and were enabled to make good preparations for the
winter before it set in. It appears from letters received from them as late as the middle
of February last, that they had not found the present unusually severe winter to be more
severe than they expected, or more severe than winters which they bad experienced in
Russia. They were then well satisfied.

There seem to have been conflicting reports as to Mr. Ralston’s colony on the Little
Saskatchewan. The evidence, as given by the Secretary of the Department of Agri-
culture, is simply reported by your Committee. Further information appecars to be
necessary to enable a correct judgment to be formed.

(163.) A2



(4)

As regards the efforts made by the Department of Agriculture to promote immi-

ation to this country by the aid of the very considerable sums voted by Parliament
%(:r this purpose, they appear to have been active and satisfactory.

Publications to tze number of 828,500 were distributed principally in the United
Kingdom and on the Countinent of Europe. Numerous lectures have been given by
the agents of the Dominion, who appear to have been actively engaged in promoting
emigration to Caunada. The class of agricultural labourers and their families were
assisted by Dominion passenger warrants, which enabled them to obtain their passages
for 2l. 5s. sterling. In addition to this the Ontario refund bonus was further given
in deduction of passage; and the Agricultural Labourers Society, in many cases,
.supplied the balance. In this way the country obtained a considerable number of
immigrants who were without means of their own, but of a class of which it is the most
in need. ‘

The per capita cost to the Dominion of immigrants in 1874, was 87.14, but when
to this the expenditure of the several Provinces is added, the total per capita cost
was $13.18. In 1873, the total per capita cost of immigrants, Dominion and Provincial,
was $10.21. This difference in cost per head arose from there being a larger number
of immigrants in proportion to expenditure in 1873 than in 1874. In considering the
per capita cost of immigrants, it should be borne in mind that it includes the expenses
of all the Quarantine establishments, and the permanent immigration establishments
both of the Dominion and the Provinces. These expenses form the bulk of the ex-
penditure. They would necessarily have to be incurred if no efforts were made to
promote immigration. It therefore follows that the per capita cost of immigrants is
lessened or increased in proportion to the success of such efforts.

The total expenditure of the Dominion in 1874, was $281,413.11, and that of the
Provinces $237,823.63. The total number of settlers, as before stated, was 39,373.
In 1873 Dominion expenditure was $261,515.86, and that of the Provinces $249,735.82.
The total number of settlers 50,050. BN

The Committee have noticed a statement made by Mr. Lowe, under the authority
of the Honourable the Minister of Agriculture, to the effect that there is an intention
to replace Mr. Adams, acting as the principal assistant of the Agent-General of Im-
migration, London, England, “ by one of the Canadian agents that the Provinces had
in Europe previous to the conference, or by some competent person, having personal
knowledge of Canada, from Canada.”

As regards the former of these proposals, they are of opinion, that the appointment
of one of the Provincial Agents might possibly be a cause of jealousy as between the
Provinces, and that it would be decidedly better, if possible, to appoint some person
from this country, thoroughly acquainted with the practical working of emigration, and
as little as possible identified with the present provincial organizations.

They consider, moreover, that the Chief Clerk or assistant of the Agent-General
in England, should be a person having a sound personal knowledge of the Dominion
and of its resources. :

The Committee have had submitted to them the report of Mr. Andrew Doyle, Local
Government Inspector, on the subject of emigration of pauper children to Canada,
addressed to the President of the Local Government Board. This report, as appears
from evidence submitted to the Committee, was transmitted to His Excellency the
Governor General by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a request that it
should receive the particular attention of the Canadian Government.

Mr. Doyle’s report is adverse to the work which has been performed by Miss
Macpherson and Miss Rye, in bringing out pauper and other children to settle among
the population of Canada.

he Committee have heard the statements of Miss Macpherson and Miss Rye in
rebuttal of the allegations of Mr. Doyle, and they append them to this report. The
statements made by these ladies are contradictory to those of Mr. Doyle, and explan-
atory of their work.

he statements and explanations made by these ladies are strongly supported by
the testimony of the Honourable Mr. Flint, Senator, the Honourable Mr. Vail, the
Honourable Malcolm Cameron, and of Messrs. Gordon, White, Trow, Stephenson,
Pettes, Thompson, Young, Norris, Orton, Plumb, and Jones, Members of the House
of Commons, resident in the vicinities of the several homes. They testify from their
personal knowledge to the correctness of the statements made by tzeae ladies, and to
the value of their work.

Honourable Mr. Justice Dunkin, P.C., formerly Minister of Agriculture, appeared
before the Committee, and furnished it with a particular statement of the operations




" /59

of Miss Macpherson’s Home at Knowlton; Quecbec, which is under the management
of his sister, Miss Barber.

He testified to the good management of the Knowlton Home, and the great care
taken of the children.

He rebutted several of the more important statements of Mr. Doyle. The Committee
particularly direct attention to his evidence, and to that of the Lord Bishop of Toronto,
of Dr. Fuller, Bishop elect of Niagara, and of the Rev. Dr. McMurray, Rector of

Niagara. \

Lg: Gordon, a Member of the House of Commons, has addressed to the Committee
a letter, respecting Miss Macphersons scheme of immigration, defining propositions
which he submits have been satisfactorily established, in rebuttal of the charges and
allegations contained in the report of Mr. Doyle; and recommending that Parliament
should aid, by pecuniary assistance, the work of this lady.

. The Comumittee append the letter of Mr. Gordon as part of the evidence submitted.

They are of opinion, that, in as far as the public of Canada are concerned, the
information which has been gathered by the Committee would be sufficient to establish
that the work which has been done by Miss Macpherson and Miss Rye is, on the
whole, of a satisfactory character; and that it results, with very little exception, in
permanent advantage to the children who are brought out, and to the country which
receives them.

The Committee would, however, recommend to the consideration of the Government,
in view of the fact that the report of Mr. Doyle is based upon an inspection, although
it would seem a partial one, whether it would not be better to cause a complete inspec-
tion to be made of the children who have been brought out by these ladies, to inquire
into the accuracy of Mr. Doyle’s report, and to set at rest any doubts; or to endeavour
to obtain such inspection by the Local Governments, if it is thought that duty more
properly belongs to them.

As regards aid in the form of passenger warrants or bonuses recommended to be given
to assist the work of these ladies, the Committee are of opinion that it should be dealt
with as favourably as any other Immigration to this country.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

C. H. POZER, Chairman.

Committee Room, House of Commons,
31st March 1875.

(163.) A3



( 6)

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS ON IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION.

GENERAL IMMicrAaTION TO THE Dominion.
. 10th March 1875,
My. Lowe, the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, appeared before the Committee.

Q. Upon what terms will emigrants be taken across the Dawson Route next season, and how many
days wiﬁ probably be occupied in the passage from Thunder Bay to Fort Garry? '

A. The Department of Public Works has the charge of the Dawson Route, but as the question has
reference to immigration, I have ascertained from that Department that, during the next season, adult
emigrants will be carried from Thunder Bay to Fort Garry for §10 each, with an allowance of 100 lbs.
of luggage, without extra charge; children under fourteen years for §5, with 50 lbs. of luggage, and
children under three years free. The time that will be occupied in the journey cannot be stated with
certainty, but all possible despatch will be used. The stages will leave Thunder Bay three times per
week.

Q. Can you give the Committee any information as to the lands set aside for German Colonists in
Manitobag :

A. Two townships were set aside for German Colonization in March 1873, at the request of the
German Society in Montreal ; but owing to difficulties in bringing out immigrants no settlement has
been made, and the lands have reverted to the Government.

lQ. .Ca:)n you give the Committee any information relative to the townships set aside for Col. Shaw’s
colonies?

A. In November 1872, two townships were set aside for Col. Shaw, for settlement in Manitoba, at
the request of the then Minister of Agriculture ; but the conditions of settlement were not fulfilled,
and the lands ceased to be reserved. I understand, however, he subsequently obtained another Order
in Council for a further reservation of townships on the recommendation of the Minister of the Interior ;
but the Department of Agriculture has no official record respecting this.

Q. Can you give the Committee any information of Col. Shaw’s proposed plan of settlement ?

A. He proposes by means of a Joint Stock Company to raise money to pay the passages of immi-
grants, provide them with houses, implements and stock, and to get repayment and also profits by
receiving annually a proportion of products raised by the settlers, to an extent agreed.

Q. Can you give the (?ommittee any information respecting Mr. John Ralston’s Colony—how many
townships were set aside for him, and how much is he to be paid?

A. Four townships have been set aside for Mr. Ralston, not in the Province of Manitoba, but about
150 miles to the west of it, on the Little Saskatchewan. The land to be given to actual settlers who
shall fulfil the requirements of the Lands Act, otherwise it will revert-to the Government. The late
Minister agreed to give Mr. Ralston §4 per head, to pay him for all charges for scttlement in the
summer of 1873 ; and also to allow his emigrants to pass free over the Dawson Route. These
emigrants were all to be procured in the United States. He was not to be paid commission upon them
until they had been settled one year in the colony. In 1874, Mr. Ralston represented that he could
not make the colonization for §4 per head; and upon a consideration of the statements he made, it was
agreed to give him §5 per head. The other conditions remained the same.

Q. How many emigrants has Mr. Ralston introduced ?

A. He reports that he has 123 settlers. :

Q. Will he be paid commission on his own statement of the number of his settlers ?

A. No; he will only be paid on the certificate of the Government Agent of the number of settlers
in the colony after one year’s residence.

@. Are you aware that the greater part of Mr. Ralston’s emigrants did not proceed further than
Fort Garry, and that he gathered part of them in Ontario?

A. It was reported to the Department that a portion of Mr. Ralston’s emigrants were afraid of the
grasshoppers and went back ; but he denies positively that he took any from Ontario; and in fact he
og%'s to forfeit all his claims if it can be proved that one of his emigrants was taken from the Province
of Ontario. : :

Q. Do you believe that he has more than twenty-five emigrants in his colony ?

A. I can only furnish the Committee with Mr. Ralston’s statement. I have no reason to believe it
or disbelieve it. I have heard some rumours, but I cannot say that they should be set against Mr.
Ralston’s own allegations. What is certain is, that if these are not correct, they will not benefit him.
He will only be paid in the terms of the agreement with him ; and that, as 1 have said, requires the
certificate of the Government Agent to establish one year’s residence. The place or places whence the
emigrants came will also require to be satisfactorily established.

Q. Will not the money be wasted that was spent for conveying Mr. Ralston’s immigrants over the
Dawson route ?

A. Yes ; for those who did not stay in the country. But the risk run was not greater than that in
the case of other immigrants from abroad at the time the agreement was made with Mr. Ralston. The
Government at that time, acting on the recommendation of a former committee on immigration, did
offer to allow all immigrants from abroad to pass free over the Dawson route. Very few, however,
availed themselves of the privilege ; and it has since been withdrawn.

Q. Were they not fed as well as carried free?

A. The agreement was not to feed Mr. Ralston’s immigrants. But meals were furnished them on
the Dawson route. There was, however, the pressure of necessity. Had meals not been furnished there
would probably have been suffering from starvation.

i )
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@ How many Mennonites settled in Manitoba during last season, and what was their character ?

A. The number of families who settled during last season was 258, and the number of souls 1,349.
They arrived late in the season, but the Government Agent reports they went actively to work and
became well prepared for the winter before itset in. They appear, from the reports, to be very industrious
settlers, and to have brought considerable capital with them. There isinformation in the form of letters
received from them up to the date of the middle of February last that they had not found the present
severe winter to be more severe than they expected; or more severe than they had experienced in
Russia. They were then well satisfied. The total number of Mennonites who arrived in the Dominion
in 1874, W:;.:;l 1,682. 183 arrived too late to go to Manitoba last fall. They will go next spring. More
are expected.

Q. Is it true that the Russian Government are taking steps to prevent the emigration of Mennonites ?

A. They are averse to it ; and I learn from correspondence with the Mennonites that concessions
are made with a view to prevent the emigration, but confidence has been in a great measure destroyed
by an ukase promu.lgatef ; and the emigration will probably take place. Their brethren in Ontario

urpose to assist them by means of a loan which they have negociated with the Government of $100,000,
and to which Parliament has already given its assenL.

Q. Did not those who have arrived pay back some money advanced ?

A. Yes; an amount of 5,158 was collected for the Department by Mr. J. Y. Shantz. This money
was promptly and cheerfully paid, and atforded an evidence of good faith in meeting obligations.

Q. What were the terms on which they were brought out?

A.*The terms and conditions were fully stated in the Report of the Department of Agriculture
laid before Parliament at its last session, and they have not been departed from.

Q. Did the total immigration of 1874 equal the expectations that were entertained ?

A. It exceeded the expectations that were entertained ; but the number was not so large as in 1873,
which was a year of unusually large immigration. The kind of immigrants who came in 1874 was,
moreover, eminently suited to the country. It consisted in large measure of agricultural labourers
and families.

Q. Were these immigrants assisted ? .

A. Yes ; the agricultural labourers families received the 2/. 5s. passenger warrants issued by the
Government, and the Province of Ontario also rendered a further assistance of 1/ 4s. 84. The passage
was thus reduced to about 1/ per adult, and this balance was generally furnished by the society of
Agricultural Labourers.

Q. Was not the price of Bassage generally less last fyear than previously ? :

A. Yes. Owing to the breaking up in May last of what was known as the North Atlantic Steam-
ship Conference ; that is, a combination or trades’ union of the owners of all the great lines of steam-
ships crossing the Atlantic, to fix uniform rates of freight and passage between ports in Europe and
ports in Canada and the Northern United States. The rate of emigrant fares fixed by the combination
was 6l. 6s., but it fell to about 3/ in consequence of the rupture.

Q. Is the combination now in existence ?

A. It has not yet been reconstructed, but it is e:ttfecbed that it will be, and it is thought the rate of
emigrant fare will be 5. But I cannot announce this. ‘ :

Q. How many immigrants arrived in Canada in 18747 ‘ -

A. The total number of arrivals was 80,022, but a large proportion of these were simply passengers
through the country. The number of settlers in the country in 1874 was 39,373, against 50,050 in
1878, and 36,578 in 1872. There was a large number of immigrants from the United States in 1874.
This, as ascertained by the entries of settlers goods at the Custom Houses along the frontier, was
14,110.

’Q. Were these French Canadians returning ?

A. A very considerable portion of them were, but I cannot state precisely how many.

Q. What efforts were made to induce French Canadians to return?

A. There was an’agent, Mr. Gendreau, sent to the United States in 1873 ; and again, in 1874, Dr.
Whiteford, of Detroit, had a similar mission confided to him. The duty of both these gentlemen was
principally to induce the return of French Canadians, but it was not exclusively confined to them.

Q. Has there not been a readjustment made of the arrangements for promoting immigration as
between the Dominion and the Provinces? ‘

A. Yes ; a conference of representatives of the Governments of the four Provinces of Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia was held in the Department of Agriculture in November
last, the result of which was an agreement to centralize in the Minister of Agriculture the efforts made
to promote immigration to Canada from abroad ; it being understood that the Provinces would devote
particular attention to the care of immigrants after arrival. Before the agreement which was made at
the conference, the Dominion and the several Provinces had separate agencies abroad, which were
independent of each other, and it was felt that this led to waste of strength, and in many cases to
divided counsels. All the agents in the United Kingdom and on the continent will be herea&er under
the superintendence of the Agent-General of the Dominion in London acting under instructions from
the Department of Agriculture.

Q. Has the Province of Ontario ceased to send agents to Europe?

A. Practically, the effect of the agreement of the four provinces, parties to the Immigration Con-
ference, will be to make the Province withdraw its agents. But as a matter of fact it has still some
emigration agents in Europe, the right to send them being reserved by the agreement entered into at
the conference. These agents, however, are, by that agreement placed under the direction of the

ent-General, at London.

By Hon. Mr. Pope :—]) )

©. Who pays the salaries of such agents?

A. Ontario pays the salaries of its special agents.

@ And they act under the instructions of the Agent-General?

A. Yes.
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Q. But don’t you suppose that they will recognize as their masters those who pay them, and is there
not danger of conflict of authority ? )

A. They will, of course, look to the Ontario Government which employs and pays them, but if that
Government places them under the direction of the Dominion authorities, there will be that much
centralization.

Q. Did not Mr. Dixon formerly afford assistance to the Provincial Agents?

A. Yes ; he afforded them printed and other information and gave them generally all the advantages
they could derive from his office ; but they were quite independent of his control. It is true, more-
over, that Mr. Dixon had considerable direct correspondence with the Provincial Governments on the
subject of immigration, and received direct remittances from them to promote it.

¢- You say the Provincial Agents were not under Mr. Dixon’s control, but when any of them got
into difficulties on the continent who helped them out?

A. On such occasions the correspondence was direct with Mr. Dixon as the Canadian agent. The
distinction of agents for the Provinces as separate from the Dominion did not seem to be rw«:grﬁmd.

Q. Were not the Provincial Governments always averse to yielding up their privileges on the subject
of immigration ?

A. Yes; they always showed the greatest reluctance to give up any of the concurrent powers con-
ferred on them by the Act of Confederation ; but it was seen during the last year that the employment
of Provincial and Dominion agents in the same places, not only led to waste of strength, but in some
cases to actual conflict of opinion, which was bewildering to intending immigrants, and ther.efore
injurious. It was the perception of this fact that led to the memorandum of agreement to which I
have referred, at the conference in November last.

[ By other members of the Committee ——&]

@. What publications were issued by the Department during the last year ?

A. I have brought with me a list as requested :—

500,000 Small maps of Canada - -
70,000 “ What Canada Produces” - -
50,000 “ Shantz’s Journey to Manitoba” -
20,000 ““ Spence’s pamphlet on Manitoba”
40,000 ““ Canada the place for Emigrants” »
16,000 “ Cull’s Beet-root and Beet-root Sugar ” ”

5,000 “Year Book, 1874 ” - - ”

English.
»
»
”

[ I B R I B}
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700,000

10,000 “ Spence’s Manitoba ” - - - - French.
. 2,000 “ Shantz’s Journey to Manitoba ” - - - ”

12,000

80,000 Prof. Kaderley’s Report on Canada (circulated in
Germany) - - - - - German.
5,500 Mack’s * German in Canada ” - - - ’

85,500

30,000 “ Pamphlet on Canada ” (circulated in Norway and
Sweden) - . - - -

Scandinavian.

30,000
828,500 Total Publications.

Q. What new publications did the Department print ¢
4. Tt caused information up to the latest period to be inserted in the Eang)hlets it issued ; and there
is a new pamphlet, consisting principally of extracts from speeches of the Governor General in so far
as they relate to the institutions and features of the country during his recent tour through Ontario.
"The remarks of His Excellency had the advantage of being fresh observations, and having the autho-
rity of his reputation and position. Very extensive republications from these extracts have been made
in Great Britain.
@- Where were these publications principally circulated ?
A. Principally in the United Kinggom and the continent of Europe.
Q. Were any circulated in Canada?
S A. Yes ; to some extent, especially the pamphlets relating to Manitoba ; and also in the United
tates.
Q. Have the letters written by Mr. Trow, descriptive of his visit to Manitoba, been published in
pamphlet form by the Department ?
A. No; but they are now before the Department. A complete collection of the letters was only
received a few days ago. '
[A member suggested that the Committee ought to recommend the publication of this series of
letters by the Department, as they contained very valuable observations on the Province of Manitoba.]
Q. Were there any other publications or means taken to furnish information respecting Canada as a
field for immigration ?
A. Yes ; the special agents of the Department were very active in delivering lectures, and generally
by other means in aiding to promote immigration. The lectures of the Dominion agents were very
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extensively published by the newspapers throughout the United Kingdom ; and I may almost say that
acres of these reports have been furnished to the Department. They have been a very valuable means
of spreading information concerning Canada. 1 may remark, also, that the steamship companies and
the agents of these companies, especially the Allans, have printed and circulated an immense number
of small pamphlets and extracts from pamphlets or lctters on slips, together with handbills. I cannot
state to the (gommittee the precise number of all these, but I have reason to believe it is over three
millions. The Agent-General has also caused to be published, in sheet form, reports of some of the
more important meetings. In France and other parts of the continent of Europe, there has also been
an active publication of writings bearing on the subject of emigration to Canada. There is yet much
to do to make Canada thoroughly known, and it will probably require a long timo to do so.

@. What is the cost to the country, per head, of the immigrants who have arrived ?

A. The total Dominion expenditure for the service of immigration in 1874, including quarantine,
and all the establishments in this country and abroad, was $281,413.11 ; the total number of immi-
grants reported by the agents to have settled in the country in that year was 39,373 ; the cost per
head was, therefore, £7.14 to the Dominion. But tho expenditure of tho Provinces is to be added to
got the total per captta cost of immigrants. This amounted to #237,823.63, of which Ontario spent
£108,878.77 ; Quebec, £48,978 ; New Brunswick, $71,466.86 ; and Nova Scotia, $8,500. Adding the
Dominion and Provincial expenditure together, the total expenditure was £519,236.74. The total per
capita cost of immigrants in 1874 was, therefore, £13.18. In 1873 the per capita cost was $10.21, the
total expenditure for the Dominion and the Provinces being #511,251.78. The total expenditure in
1873 was very slightly less than that of 1874. But the number of immigrants reported to have settled
in Canada was much greater, being 50,050, thus making the per capita cost much less. It may be
remarked that a very large proportion of the expenditure of both years would have to be made for the
permanent establishments, both Dominion and Provincial, whether or not there were any special exer-
tions or costs incurred for promoting immigration to Canada. The figures I have given include all the
permanent establishments, both Dominion and Provincial, and also the Quarantine establishments. 1
may add that in addition to the immigration expenditure by the Department of Agriculture there have
been considerable expenses incurred by the Department of Public Works for the erection, extension
and maintenance of immigrant buildings.

Q. What are the Agent-General’s duties in connection with immigration ?

A. Mr. Jenkins’ duties in connection with immigration are, by the terms of an Order in Council,
generally to superintend, under directions to him from the Minister of Agriculture, all matters pertain-
ing to that subject. The principal of these are the instructing of agents; the issue of passenger
warrants; the supervision of all operations connected with the departure of emigrants; and generally
any arrangements by which immigration to Canada may be promoted. The immigration interests
and agents of the Provinces, parties to the Immigration Conference of November last, follow precisely
the same rule.

@. Who acts as Deputy in the absence of the Agent-General of Immigration?

A. There is no Deputy. Mr. Francis Adams has temporarily acted as the principal assistant of the
Agent-General, and Mr. Albert Jourdain is the Chief Clerk in the Immigration Branch of the London
Office.

Q. Who appointed Mr. Adams, the fentleman acting temporarily in the capacity of Assistant ?

A. Mr. Adams has not been formally appointed in such capacity. Mr. Jenkins engaged him to act.
On this point I am authorized by the Klinister of Agriculture to state that it is his intention to replace
him by one of the Canadian agents that the Provinces had in Europe é)revious to the Conference, or by
some competent person, having personal knowledge of Canada, froin Canada.

Q. Is he (Mr. Adams) a Canadian, or has he any personal knowledge of this country ?

A. He is not, I believe, a Canadian ; and I cannot say what is his personal knowledge of this country.
I understand, however, that he has been in Cauada.

@. Are any of the Clerks in the Agent-General’s office Canadians, or do they know anything
personally of this country ?

A. 1 believe that none of the Clerks are Canadians ; and I cannot say that any of them have
personal knowledge of Canada.

Mg. DoyLE’s RerorT oN Miss MacrHERsON AND Miss RyEe’s CHILDREN.

Myr. Gordon, M.P., called the attention of the Committee to the work which was being done by
Miss Macpherson. He said it was of great value to the country, and called for some recoguition from
the House. He intimated that, in his opinion, the Committee sliould recommend a grant of fivo
thousand dollars to that lady to assist her in her work.

Mr. Trow requested Mr. Lowe to state whether the Department of Agriculture had any information .
respecting the work of Miss Macpherson ; and if so, that he would state what that information was,
dn(r also what was the opinion of the Department respecting that work.

Mr. Lowe said: the information which has been from time to time reccived by the Department
respecting Miss Macpherson’s work is faveurable, and does not differ from the description given by
Mr. Gordon. It is understood there have been some failures, but that they are few 1n number, and
constitute the exception to the rule of general success. 1 have, however, to state that a report was a
few days ago received from Mr. Andrew Doyle, an Imperial Local Government Inspector, who had
been sent out to this country by the Local Government Board, to inspect the children brought to
Canada by Miss Macpherson and Miss Rye, from the English workhouscs. That report has been
transmitted by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to His Excellency the Governor General, with
a request that it should receive the serious attention of the members of the Canadian Government. I
have that report with e, and I amn authorized by the Minister of Agriculture to communicate it to
this Committee, as well as to inform the Committee of its particular reference to the Canadian Govern-
ment which I bave stated. I may say generally to the Committee that the report is long, and fills a
pamphlet of 41 closely printed pages. = It is highly Badverse to the work which has been done, Loth by
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Miss Macpherson and Miss Rye ; and, in fact, makes reflections upon both these ladies of a severe
character. Without attempting to give to the Committee a summary of the report, I may say that
Mr. Doyle in substance charies these ladies with failing in the responsibility which they have under-
.taken. with regard to the workhouse children, in that they have not maintained the care and supervision
over them which they promised. He intimates, as a consequence, that some of the girls have gone
wholly to destruction, and some of the boys to the gaols. He states that many of the children are
placed in unsuitable situations, and required to do work for which they are wholly unfitted. This
state of things, in many cases, he further alleges, leads to hardship and positive cruelty. The
Homes” he considers insufficient for their requirements, and that the supervision or inspeetion of the
children after they are placed out, is of the loosest possible character. In fact, he gives it to be under-
stood that the system amounts to nothing more than just scattering the children broadeast here and
there, and losing sight of them, in conditions, in which in many cases, improper advantages may be
and are taken of them. He does not give any information as to the number of children who are
doing well, or the proportion of failures to the whole. But he makes the general statement * nine-tenths
“ of tho children who have been brought out are still in service, and 1t remains to be seen how they
“ will turn out.” No evidence whatever is adduced to show that so large a proportion as one-tenth of
the children is out of service. Of the nine-tenths in service, Mr. Doyle says further: ¢ The prospects
 of a considerable number of them are no doubt promising. Of the prospects of a still greater number
“ no one can honestly say anything, one way or the other, so little 18 known of them.” Of the
‘¢ adopted ” children he states that about 10 per cent. of the very young are very happily placed in
respectable families. It may be remarked that Mr. Doyle does not classify in his observations the
pauper children from workhouses and those who have been picked up by the ladies from the strects;
and further, that he states he did not make an inspection of more than 400 cases, which only form
-about one-eighth part of the whole of the children brought out. by these ladies. But he adds he did
visit a sufficient number of cases to enable him to see the system. He more than insinuates that these
ladies are ndt wholly actuated by motives of benevolence, and states that for the pauper children they
receive 8. 8s. stg. per head from the Poor Law authorities, while they obtain passenger warrants
from the Dominion Government for 3/ b5s. stg. or 2l 5s. stg., and get also from the Ontario
Government the refund bonus of 1/ 4s. 84. per head. Further that they have free railway
fares from Quebec given to them; and that the cost of their Homes is not more than about
200L stg. per year each. - He states the ladies informed him they desired a full inspection of their
accounts, gnt up to the period of writing his report, they had not answered his request to be informed
of the monies they had reeeived from the Dominion and Provincial Governments. He therefore infers
that on the pauper children at-least, they receive five or six pounds sterling each, more than they pay
out. . I may on this’ point remark, however, that the pauper children only form a very inconsiderable
portion of the whole of. those who are brought out by Miss Macpherson, and a little more than balf of
those brought out by Miss Rye. Mr. Doyle does admit that under proper system, the emigratien of
these children to Canada might be advantageous to all concerned. He finds that Canada does possess
a field capable of absorbing a very large number of agricultural labourers, and states that society in
Canada is preferable to. that in other parts of America. The conditions which he considers necessary,
are receiving houses or “industrial establishments,” under Government control, where the children
would receive a few years’ training in Canada before being placed out; and periodical inspections
afterwards. . - ‘

). What is your opinion of Mr. Doyle’s conditions ¢ .

A. 1 think the “industrial establishments,” which he proposes, would be really an extension into this
country of the English workhouse system, and that it would not be found to be satisfactory. I think
it would be altogether unsuited to the ideas and condition of the people of this country. 1 think if tho
children are properly placed, the sooner they are so placed and absorbed into the pepulation of Canada,
that is, if they are such as should be at all brought to the country, the better ; and that the less they
would have of any workhouse mark, or any “‘industrial establishment ”. mark, to distinguish them from
the ordinary children of this country, the better. Of course, however, in cases of unsuitability there
must be some places to which the children can return; and there must be some supervision.

¢. What would be the effect of Mr. Doyle’s report as it stands ? .

A. I think it would be to stop entirely the immigration of children from the workhouses, and very
materially to affect the aid which Miss Macpbersen and Miss Rye receive from the public in the United
Kingdom to promote the emigration of what are called “arab ” children.

). How should the allegations in the report be met ? :

A. The report is based on an inspection by an Imperial Govermment Officer, and, I do not, therefore,
think that it can be met by any mere general statements as regards the condition of the children who
have been already placed out. 1 think the only way to do so would be by means of detailed report
based on a full inspection. This, if the present system of Miss Macpherson and Miss Rye is thought
sufficient, might be made quite special for the purpose of ascertaining the accuracy of Mr. Doyle’s stato-
ments. But it may be remarked that if such inquiry were undertaken, it would, under the prescnt
practice of our immigration system, properly belong to the Provincial Governments.

Q. Could not the Dominion Government make such an inquiry by commission or otherwise ?

A. By the terms of the Union Act the jurisdiction with respect to immigration is joint between the
Dominion and the Provincial Governments ; and the Dominion Government might therefore undertake
any inquiry it saw fit. But under the arrangements between Dominion Government and the Provinces,
as cstablished at the conference in November last, the question being as to the care of immigrants after
arrival, [ think the duty of such an inquiry would naturally belong to the Provincial Governments.
It might, however, be necessary for the Dominion Government to transmit the report obtained to the
Imperial Government.

AMr. White (of Hastings), and’ Mr. Pettes (of Brome), expressed the opinion that the report of
Mr. Doyle, as described by Mr.'Lowe, was erroneous and unjust §u its conclusions. ‘They stated they
had personal knowledge of the work done by those ladies in their respective neighbourhoods, and that
it was' highly advantageous to all concerned. '
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My. Peites submitted the following extracts from a letter written by Miss Barber in charge of Miss
Macpherson’s Knowlton * Home” :—
: “ 8th March 1875.

“ It is somewhat difficult to definitely answer your question as to the number adopted by contract,
as every person taking children has them on trial for the first year, with the right of returming them if
‘not satis!?ee;l; and we, at the same time, reserve the right of removing each child before final arrange-
ments are made.

“ Say fifty adopted ; eleven never yet placed out; two have turned out hopelessly bad, and have
been sent back to England ; one cast off for insubordination ; one removed by death ; one hundred and
eiﬁht placed out have never changed their situations; sixty have changed situations once. Of those
who have changed places once or more, I may say it is not always from any fault of themselves, but
gometimes from change in the circt:mstances of the masters. -

“ Sometimes they have been found too young, or we have not placed the right dispositions together,
and it frequently happens that a child that may not do well in one situation, is greatly valued in
another. Only a few of the older boys have broken away from the control of the Home and are work-
ing for themse{ves. ' :

“ It i8 true the children brought out are not perfection, but are living children with just the same
faults and failings as others.

“ Neither are they finished servants, but still require patient training. But upon the whole they
have turned out generally well, a few only disappointing us. Aund I can truly say, after three years
experience in this work, that the children are as good and are doing as woll as the same number would
do gathered from any country or class you could name.

“We try to watch over every child as thoroughly as possible, by visiting, writing to, sending love
gifts, &c. The children are ‘scattered over a very large tract of country, so that the visiting is one of
the great difficulties of our' work. : '

“ Any person who will visit the Knowlton Home, and go over our books, will, I believe, be quite
satisfied that our children are not neglected in that respect.

“ Yours truly,
_ “ E. BarBgr.”

Committee Room, House of Commons, Ottawa, -
: : 16th March 1875.

Miss Annie Macpherson appeared before the Committee, and made the following statements regarding
her work, in answer to questions by Mr. Gordon :— _

The total number of children brought out under her agency since the year 1870, was two thousand.

Upon being solicited to take charge of the children, they are removed to the Home in Spitalfields in
London.

The schoolmaster in the Home selected (after they had remained a month) such of the children as
were healthy enough in constitution, and sufficiently educated. Those who passed the test were sent
to the Momes in the country for training. If the children were ragged when they were taken in charge
they were comfortably clothed and otherwise provided for; they were treated in all respects exactly as
if they were her own brothers. :

A doctor was in the institution every day to see to their health, even before they were judged ready
to be formally received. 'The schoolmaster and others engaged in the work united in the consideraticn
as to which of the children were suitable for emigration to Canada.

While they were in the Home they underwent a thorough system of education and discipline.

In their passage to this country the children were in charge of her (Miss Macpherson) or her
co-workers, and of respectable adult emigrants, widows and others who aided them.

They had never tried to make any special bargain with the shippers ; the children were brought out
on the same terms as regular emigrants. .

She (Miss Macpherson) and her assistants did not trust to the services of the ship-servants for
attendance upon and care of the children, but turned in and helped at the work themselves.

Mr. Trow, M.P., here suggested that the better plan wourd be for Miss Macpherson to give a
detailed account of her work in her own way ; the number of e¢migrants brought out ; the means at her
disposal; whence these means were derived ; the privileges, if any, she received from the Emigration
Department ; the schools she had established ; how they were supported, and all other matters of that
description.

MrPGordon, M.P., said that a number of charges had been made by Mr. Doyle against the work
in which Miss Macphersen and her friends were engaged. That gentleman’s report was being widely
circulated ; the matter had been taken up by the Toronto Mail, and he had aﬁao found the charges
reproduced in a St. Catherin’s newspaper. He believed that it was the desire of the Committee to
obtain thedfullest possible information on the subject, and allow the blame to fall upon those to whom
it belonged.

Mr. 'g‘row said Mr. Doyle was not on trial before the Committee. Their object was to ascertain the
success of the enterprise.

The Chairman said he thought the Committee should decide upon the mode of conducting the inquiry.
They should either allow Mr. Gordon to proceed, or some member of the Committee should write out
the questions to be asked Miss Macpherson.

After further discussion it was decided to allow Mr. Gordon to proceed with the examination.

Miss Macpherson, in reply to further questions by Mr. Gordon, stated—She made no particular
arrangements for bringing out the children. When her party was complete she went to the Agent-
General in London to arrange for the regular emigrants refund bonus given by the Ontario Govern-
ment. The sums she received amouutegu in three years to four thousand one hundred and seven
dollars. .

This bonus consisted of a payment of six dollars per head for all emigrants over twelve years
of age.
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No other advantage has been received from the Government of Canada except in reduced gassages,
such as given to other emigrants. Certain concessions were proposed to her last spring by the Canadian
Government for bringing out emigrants by the Dominion line for three pounds five shillings sterling,
but she had declined them, and had paid the regular fare.

The average cost of bringing the children out, up to last year, was 4Z. 10s. per adult ; and half that
amount for children under eight years of age. That was the fare between Liverpool and Quebec.
The cost of transferring emigrants from London to Liverpool was 12s. 6d., making the total fare from
London to Quebec 5/. 2s. 6d. sterling.

They had three homes in Canada for children; one at Belleville, another at Galt, and a third at
Knowlton. The ladies who had charge of these homes made inquiries in advance about suitable places
for the children.

A record was kept showing where the children were sent, how they were treated, and how they
behaved themselves. : .

They were, as far as possible, given out to persons whose requirements would be suited by the
children, and who would be expected to use them well. They always required a recommendation
from a minister or other responsible person as to the respectability of those applying for the children.

When persons of improper habits made application they were invariably refused. They exercised
a supervision over the children after they were sent out.

Since the children first came out in 1870, one of their schoolmasters had been travelling continually
in Canada, making inquiries into the welfare of those who had been sent out. Lven in cases where no
special complaints were made, they kept a supervision over them.

A horse was kept at Bellevillg, for the use of their travelling agent, and no limit was imposed by her
upon the expense of his visits. They had also a supervision of another kind. A number of ladies
were continually making friendly visits in different districts of the country.

They had at the present time one of theso visitors in Belleville, and two others in the Eastern
Townships, and with these they were in constant communication.

In 1874 they had no less than twelve hundred reports ; in two hundred other cases there were two
reports ; thus making in all sixteen hundred reports. :

They kept a record in a book at the Spitalfields Home, where friends of those sent out could
ascertain how the emigrants were getting on 1n Canada. These inquiries were often the means of their
getting other emigrants. The homes both in England and Canada were open night and day ; and the
right of removing children who had not been well placed was exercised in all cases in which it was
found they were not well treated.

In all cases when children were returned, they endeavoured to ascertain who was in fault, and even
when it was found the child was to blame, he was kept under the care of the Home. They had no
rule as to how long the children were to be so kept.

In one case, a child which had developed into an imbecile was returned to England.

(A register of the children who had come to Canada under her care was exhibited to the
Committee.)

Some of the records had been lost when the Home was burnt. Of the two thousand children she
had brought out, three hundred and fifty had come from the workhouse, on the condition that they
should lose the badge of the workhouse when they came under her mission. They were taken on the
same terms as Miss Rye’s children, namely, 8. 8s. sterling each was received from the workhouse to
assist in their maintenance, &c.

Referring to the charge made by Mr. Doyle that the persons engaged in the work had made monoy
by it, she said their books were perfectly open to inspection. Their habit was to publish an occasional
paper on emigration, and every six months they issued in England a balance sheet. Their accounts
were kept by a public accountant, and two gentlemen audited the accounts every year.

(These half-yearly accounts in printed form were here exhibited to the Committee.)

The Canadian accounts were audited by gentlemen in Canada. Of the 8. 8s. sterling which was
received with the workhouse children, 4/ 10s. sterling was paid for passage money; the balance went
to assist in paying gencral cxpenses of the work. The total annual expenditure on the Homes was
about £12,000.

The workhouse children got an outfit from the workhouse. Besides submitting her balance-sheet,
she desired that the fullest investigation should be made into the details of her expenditure.

The following statements were read from the accounts produced :—

Belleville Home, amount expended for the year 1874 - $3,311 87
Balance in hand - - - - - 3 00
Galt Home, amount expended for the year 1874 - $£4,002 00
Balance - - - - - - - 78 00
Knowlton Home, for the year 1874 - - - 54,998 33

No cash on hand. :

Miss Macpherson (continuing)—The three Homes had been originally purchased for about one
thousand pounds each ; and in all about fifty thousand dollars had been expended in the whole work
in five years.

The sum expended annually on each of the homes was not two hundred pounds sterling, as stated
by Mr. Doyle, but about eight hundred pounds sterling. She said that they might add other items
which would make the sum larger, as for example, the expense of their travelling agent which was
charged in the English and not in the Canadian account.

M iss Bilborough—On being asked as to the per-centage of children adopted of those brought out,
said that the number of adopted cases was not ascertained. The number of adopted cases in Canada
depended on the measures which were taken to have the children adopted. If adoption were proposed
by friends, large numbers of children would be taken in this way ; but if it were proposed by Govern-
ment Inspectors she did not think the people would care to take many. All the children they had
brought out for the purpose had been adopted, but she could not tell from the classification if ten per
cent. had been adopted or not.
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Miss Barber stated, that in Knowlton they had about two hundred and eighty chiidren, of whom
fifty had been adopted. There were, besides, a number who probably would be adopted.

Miss Macpherson (resuming)—After distributing the children in the summer and all through the
winter, these Homes were open for such children as came back. They kept them until such time as
they thought fit to place them out again. Referring to Mr. Doyle’s statements, she said that full
inquiries were made as to the character of those wishing to adopt children before they were sent out.
In most cases the boys were treated just as farmers’ own sons were. They were frequently put out
at a very early age.

The children were so fond of coming back to the Homes that they were obliged to be a little strict.
She always told the boys that if they succeeded well they might contribute money according to their
ability to aid in getting others out to this country.

They had received over one thousand dollars in this way. Many of the boys they had brought out
had succeeded well; numbers of them were regular attendants of churches, Sabbath schools and Young
Men’s Christian Associations.

There were black sheep in every fold, and of course there were some in theirs ; but all they desired
was that they should be judfed by their work as a whole and not by individual cases. A gentleman
had once written to Miss Bilborough, saying that he would take no more interest in the work as he
heard there were no less than 45 of their children in the Reformatory in Penetanguishene. On making
inquiries it was found that the number was four or five. He had united the two figures, and so had
made the number 45. The gentleman had resumed his interest in the work, and his next letter was
accompanied with his usual subscription.

Mr. Smith, M.P., said he had heard it stated that amongst those who succeeded well, were some who
had attained to professions.

Hon. Mr. Flint, Senator, said he might be allowed to refer to one case which had come under his notice.
One of the boys whom he had observed as an active intelligent looking lad had been with his son since
the fall of 1870. He had no means, nothiug but the clothes he had on; and had but little education
when he came to him. He had since educated himself, not at schools, but had pursued his studies in
the oftice and his boarding house. He had successfully passed his ¢xamination at Toronto, and in two

ears, if his health were spared, he would be an Attorncy-at-Law.

His (Mr. Flint’s) son feeling an interest in him, procured him clothes and gave him sufficient money to

his expenses in order that he might get on in his profession.

He (Mr. Flint) was satisfied that if his life was spared him, he would yet make his mark in the
country.

Her{Mr. Flint) was from the first connected with the Belleville Home as one of its workers. When
Miss Macpherson first came out she stopped at Belleville and circumstances led to his meeting her.
The frien}(li with whom she intended stopping being unwell, she came to his house along with Miss
Bilborough. )

It was suggested that we should get the place (Marchmont) for the next lot of children she brought
out. He brought the matter before the County Council, and they voted a sum of money to pay the
rent of the place for one year.

The first lot of boys that came out he had nothing to do with, excepting one who was in his care ;
when the next lot of boys came out he was there. They were fine healthy-looking boys.

There were some fears expressed in the neighbcurhood that there would be a great deal of pilfering,
noise and disturbance among them, but it was afterwards expressed to him, that they had never seen a
more orderly or well-behaved lot of boys. They had never caused the least trouble, and though the
trees were loaded with apples, none had been stolen by them. He had taken four of the second batch.
He put them out at various trades; one at a foundryv, another with a grist miller, a third with a
scythe-maker, and a fourth with a hammer-maker. They were in a fair way of doing well, when
unfortunately other influences prevailed. They were told they could get a deal more money by working
for farmers, so they went away. They remained a little over a year and a half.

None had returned to their trades except one. :

The difticulty they experienced with these boys was that when they were sent out to farmers, other
farmers induced them to leave by promise of higher wages. He knew that Miss Macpherson had been
troubled considerably by these cases.

He took one little fellow of the first lot of boys and put him with his gardener. He seemed to enjoy
it for some time, but he concluded at last that he would like to work at something else by which he
could earn more money. He (Mr. Flint) did not approve of giving the boys much money, but he had
always supplied them with clothes and other necessaries as they required them.

The boy left him (M. Flint), and went with a farmer about 25 or 30 miles distant. He was there

et and doing well, so that his discontent was not owing to a bad disposition, but simply that he did not
ﬁko his place. So far as his part of the country was concerned the work had been a success. Children
were never given out except to those who produced sufficient recommendations as to character, &c., and
the ones who found fault were those who applied for children too late to be supplied, and were refused,
or because they did not produce these recommendations.

Some people who kept public-houses made application, and were of course refused, and they were
very apt to grumble on that account. He (Ar. Flint) kuew from his own personal knowledge, that
Mr. Thom spent a great part of the time in visiting the children.

He (Mr. Flint) had audited the accounts last year, and had been very careful, as they always have
to be sent to England.

He had no hesitation in saying that the work was one not only calculated to benefit the children, but
to be of service to the country. He bad carefully examined Mr. Doyle’s report, and was astonished
that any gentleman could so persistently present the dark side of the subject to the people. It seemed
to him that Mr. Doyle had an object in so doing, as he wished to establish a system of red-tapeism by
which all the visiting would be conducted by Government inspectors. He (AMr. Flint) was very certain
that that system of inspection would not be nearly so successful as the one employed by Miss Macpherson
and her friends. On one occasion Mr. Doyle haf.:;3 been at his (M/r. #lint’s) house, he (Mr. #lint) had

3

(163.)



——

( 14 )

been desirous of having a talk with him so that they might exchange information on emigration subjects,
but he (Mr. Flint) found that it was impossible for him to tell anything to Mr. Doyle which that
gentleman did not already profess to know. He (Mr. Flint) could not get in a word edgeways. He
had come to the conclusion that Mr. Doyle had a theory of his own which had to be adopteg to the
exclusion of all others.

And he had no faith in the report he had puklished. He believed he could answer that report
himself. He thought it was very wrong for that gentleman to get out such a report and especially to
mix up the work accomplished by Miss Rye with that of Miss Macpherson, as they were entirely
distinet, and conducted on different principles.

Mr. White, M.P., said that the Rev. David Wishart, near Madoc, had some immigrant boys who had
not turned out very well. He wished to know whether they had been brought out by Miss Macpherson ?

Miss Macpherson said they had. '

Mr. White said that he believed the reason these boys had not got on so well as might be desired
was, that Madoc was a small place, and during the time the boys were there, it was full of miners.
He had learned since, that the boys were doing better.

Hon. Mr. Flint read from Mr. Doyle’s report in reference to some remarks alleied to be made by the
Warden of Hastings in reference to the children in that locality, and said that when he brought up in
the County Council, the question of granting seventy pounds for the rent ot the Marchmont Home, th®
gentleman referred to, Mr. Wood, had not opposed the motion. He had then and afterwards spoken
very highly in favour of Miss Macpherson’s work. He (M. Flint) had received in Belleville, after the
Home was burnt down, about one thousand dollars, without any pressing, to be applied towards the
getting a new Home. :

Other contributions had come in from various parts of the country, and the County Council, of which
this same gentleman was warden, had granted five hundred dollars to the Home. How he had changed
his mind since he could not tell, as he had never heard him speak ill of the work. The Home had
been bought and paid for chiefly by the voluntary contributions of the people of Ontario and Quebec.

He had received a number of subscriptions from the latter Province, besides sums from ladies and
centlemen on the other side of the line.

He was of opinion that the character of those sent out among the farmers, compared favourably with
that of farmers’ sons. He had had quite a number of them himself, and he knew he had less difficulty
with them than with the same number of country boys.

Miss Macpherson, referring to the class of children brought out, said that her schoolmaster was
pledged not to bring in any from the depraved or criminal classes.

It had been averred that they brought out diseased children, but the fact was they had to undergo
examinations at the hands of medical men,—first in their institution at London, again on embarkation,
and again on board the ship.

Mr. Flint said- that the money stated in Doyle’s report, as having been paid over to Miss Macpherson
by these children, was paid in the way which she had explained.

It was done in the endeavour to get the children in the way of taking care of their money, in order
to aid in bringing out their friends, relatives and other poor children to this country. He mentioned
the case of one little girl, who could not have been more than twelve or thirteen years of age, who
went out to service in a family, and who was, he believed, the first to pay over money in this way.
She contributed five pounds to get out another child. He believed this plan would inculcate in the
children themselves an interest in the work.

Miss Macpherson further said this was her second winter in Canada, and- the object of her visit
was to remedy any defect in the work which might exist, and specially to see to the re-training of
those who required it.

For example, those whose tempers were sour or unruly, they were continually endeavouring to
retain at each of the homes. They were also making the homes more comfortable by improving the
dormitories, &c. : ' '

Mr. Trow.—From what sources are these children drawn? Were they from the streets of London,
or from the rural districts ? :

Miss Macpherson said London was the centre of the world, and many came there from the rural
districts. Referring to the maintenance of the work, she said they only received what was voluntarily
contributed. Canadians had made contributions on this principle; the exact amount was stated on
their balance sheet. About six hundred of the two thousand children brought out were girls.
"T'hose under twelve years of age had with scarcely any exception done well, most of them having been
adopted in the families of farmers who treated them as their own children.

Some of the older ones had not done so well ; and their efforts were being directed to bringing out
younger children every year.

Many ministers, who had no families of their own, had adopted these children, and had made them
selves voluntary agents for the assistance of the work. :

M. Pettes, M.P., gave the following particulars respecting the Knowlton Home :—

There had been two hundred and eighty persons in the Institution, including four women adults;
about one hundred and twenty-nine boys, and one hundred and forty-seven girls.

Of the total number, two hundred and thirty-five were English, twenty-one Irish, nineteen Scotch,
and five Canadians.

Their afs range from eighteen months to twenty years. He believed, from his knowledge of the
children, that those under the age of twelve years had usually done better than those of a more
advanced age. He was personally aware of a number of children being placed out—not adopted at
once —but temporarily placed out in order to see how they would get on.

He had known several instances where they did not get on well, owing to their dispositions and
that of their masters’ being very dissimilar.

Children who had been harshly treated at one place had been sent to other farmers, and being
kindly treated had become attached to them, and had remained with them ever since. Only two or
three had proved incorrigible. :
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One hundred and eight out of the two hundred and eighty had never changed their places ; sixty
had changed on:ce or more. A very large amount of visiting had been done with good results.

He was satisfied the work was being conducted in the best possible manner in the interests of the
children and of those requiring them.

Miss Macpherson resuming said : that the number of deaths which had occurred among the 2,000
children brought out during the past five ycars had only been ten.

They brought them out according to the means they had; there was no limit to the placing of
them; the demand was generally in excess of the supplﬁ: Mr. Cockshut, of Brantford, and others,
would often ask for two or three little girls to educate. They required more organization than they
now had ; for one thing, they intended putting on more visitors.

The year 1869 haﬁeen one of destitution in the East of London, and she and Miss Logan bad
that year sent out three hundred adults, at a cost of 2,400/ sterling. They had never interfered with
the regular emigration agencies in the old country. The total cost of their mission in England was
about £50,000, yearly, for training, passage, clothing, contingencies, &c. She stated that she had
not received any money whatever for her own services; but had paid in all that she had received for
the purpose of furthering the work.

She further said, in answer to a question put, that she did not intend to bring out any more pauper
children from the workhouses.

Committee Rooms, 20th March 1875.
CoLONIZATION IN MANITOBA.

Mr. Lows, [re-examined.]—@. Has there been any rescrvation of land in Manitoba or the North-
west for Canadians returning from the United States?

A. Yes, four townships have been set aside in Manitoba by Order in Council, of yesterday’s date,
for ** The Colonization Society of Manitoba,” the land to be given free to actual settlers who fulfil
the conditions required by the “Lands Act.” When thirty-five families have settled in a township,
then there will be a grant made of 640 acres for a town site to the Society, the proceeds of sales
therefrom to be controlled entirely by the Society for its benefit. The town site may be acquired
before the settlement by thirty-five familics on the payment by the Society of %640 in cash, but such
payment to be returned to the Society after the required number of families shall have sottled in the
townshiﬂ. Two of the townships are required to be settled by the 15th July 1876, and two others
before the corresponding date of the following year.

Q. Is any aid granted to assist in paying the railway fares from the United States to Manitoba ?

A. There has not yet been any decision to grant such aid, but negotiations have been set on foot
to obtain cheap railway fares, which will, in fact, constitute a sort of aid.

Miss MacpHERsON'S AND Miss Ryr’s CHILDREN.

Mr. Young, M.P., examined.—When Miss Macpherson first came to Canada she paid a visit to
Galt, among other places, and at a large meeting held in that town, she had given details respecting
her work, and had met with a most cordial reception by the people in the neighbourhood. So far as
he (Mr. Young) had been able to examine the work, he believed that it was a Christian work, and a
work which had accomplished an immense amount of good to these young people. He believed that
taking it all in all, there was no portion of our emigration system that had really been better for
Canada than this one, and it was besides, so far as the country was concerned, very cheaply conducted.
He believed that the most of the boys whom these ladies were bringil%% out would not only do well
for themselves, but would make first-class settlers as they grew up. ith regard to the accounts, he
believed they were semi-annually audited in London, at all events he had several times had handed
to him the statements of the London auditors of the expenditures for each six months. He had been
surprised to notice the very large amount voluntarily contributed by people in Great Britain, who felt
interested in the encouragement of the work. This was one of the best evidences that they could
desire, that those who knew Miss Macpherson best, and the work in which she was engaged, had the
fullest confidence in her integrity and good management. He had glanced briefly over the report of
Mr. Doyle, the Government Inspector. It was very ably written, but it aﬁlpeared to him (Mr. Young)
that he assumed an air of fairness in the first portion of the pamphlet which was hardly sustained in
the latter part. In fact he considered the latter portion very unfair, and it was all the more so, because

ople reading the report would be a;})]t to be deceived by the appearance of fairness which Mr. Doyle
rad given to the introductory part of his work. It was perhaps unintentional, but that gentleman had
certainly done a great injustice to the ladies associated in the enterprise. There was, for example, the
statement that tﬁ:; expenditure on each of the Homes was 200.. annually. He (Mr. Young) knew '
himself that this statement was utterly and absurdly incorrect, and he could not imaTine how, if he had
made proper inquiry into the matter, he could have fallen into an error so gross. It was well known
that if two or three loads of boys of fifty or sixty each had to be kept for several months at each of
the Homes, it could not be done without a considerable amount of expense. He had no doubt that
the statement of the expense made by Miss Macpherson herself was entirely correct. Mr. Doyle had
evidently looked at the work entirely in the light of an Inspector of the Poor Law Board of Great
Britain, and had, not taken into account the different state of society, and different circumstances which
existed in this country. He seemed to think that the boys must go entirely astray if they were not
constantly watched by a Government Inspector. He (Mr. Young) knew that Miss Macpherson and
the other ladies kept a close supervision over all the children, and always gave them to understand that
they could return to the Home if they were not well used by those adopting them. He knew that
they were very particular as to the Apeogle who got the children, and made a very strict examination
into their character. He (Mr. Young) had often been applied to by the ladies with respect to the
people who wished to get the children, and they were particular in asking if the applicants were
Christian people, and would be likely to use the children well. The children generally manifested the
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greatest affection for Miss Macpherson, and appeared to regard her as their protector and benefactor.
He had never heard of any instances of harsh treatment so far as the Galt Home was concerned. Tt
would be noticed that Mr. Doyle had given credit to Miss Reavell and the other ladics who managed
the Home for their general management. These ladies visited many of the children every little while,
and Mr. Thom was also frequently engaged in visiting them. He (Mr. Young) believed that that was
really all the inspection that was needed, and he had no doubt that Government inspection would not
work nearly so well as the system now followed. Neither the people nor the children would like it.
He noticed that reference was made to the fact that the boys paid back a portion of the passage money,
and that the sum of 81,000 had been refunded in this way. He believed that fact was a very striking
proof of the excellent character of the work, as the money was all paid voluntariJy. He understood
that when the boys paid their portion of this money they were given a certificate by Miss Macpherson,
and he knew that they set a very high value on this certificate, and were in the habit of producing it as
a proof of what they had been able to do in this count-r{. The very fact that they were able to pay
back this money proved not only that they were doing well in” their new homes, but it was evidence of
the good moral influence which had been brought to bear upon them. He thought the Committee
should, not only in justice to Miss Macgherson, but in the interests of the Dominion, bring in such a
report as would defend the work from the unjust imputations cast upon it by Mr. Doyie’s report.

In reply to Mr. White,—

Mr. Young stated that it was not uncommon for those visiting the children in their adopted homes
to remain over night in order that they might have better opportunities of judging whether or not the
children were properly treated. He might remark that a large number of ladies in Brantford, Galt,
and other towns and villages, co-operate with Miss Macpherson in the maintenance of the Homes by
making garments, &c. In Galt there was a regular society for making up clothes for the children.
About once a year they held a re-union at the Galt Home, at which all the children who could be
brought, were present. He did not think that any one could see the manner in which the work was
being conducted without being pleased with its success. It was necessary to have assistance in taking
charge of the children in coming across the Atlantic, and he knew that several persons who were quite
wealthy but took a deep interest in the work in Great Britain, had come across with the children.
Several of these ladies had come to the Galt Home, had visited among the children, but even these
persons had paid their board during the month or six weeks they remained at the Home.

Hon. Mr. Flint made the following statement :—

Miss Bilborough, who had been connected with the Belleville Home ever since she had come to the
country, with the exception of a short visit she made to her friends, was supplied with funds by her
father and brothers, and did not charge any of her expenses to the Home. She had also at her own
expense furnished the Home with a first-class horse, buggy, and sleigh and harness, which was con-
stantly in use by the ladies, and by Mr. Thom in visiting the children. Besides losing all her clothes,
&c. by the burning of the Home, she had lost the sum of two hundred dollars which she had drawn
from the bank. It was suggested to the owners of the bank tbat she should not lose the money, and
they acted on the suggestion. Her parents were wealthy, and they would like her to remain at home,
but she had determined to devote herself entirely to the work. She did not receive a cent other than
her own money. The only one who was paid anything was Mr. Thom,—the teacher and visitor. They
were obliged of course to pay for help in the Home, but so far as Miss Bilbcrough, and I believe the
other ladies, were concerned, they paid ther own way.

The Chairman submitted the following letter from Mr». Gordon, M.P. :—

To the Chairman of the Committee on Immigration :

Dear Sir,—Respeeting Miss Macpherson’s scheme of immigration which engaged your attention at
the meeting of your committee on Tuesday, the 16th inst., I beg respectfully to submit that the
followiug propositions were satisfactorily established in rebuttal of the charges and allegations put forth
by Mr. Doyle in his report to the British Government upon the matter in question, at least so far as
Miss Macpherson’s method of operations is concerned.

1st. That since 1870 Miss Macpherson has brought out 2,000 children from Great Britain to Canada,
of which number 300 were girls and 1,700 boys; 850 were taken from various workhouses, and 1,650
from distressed and orphaned families, or waifs gathered from the streets of London and other large
cities.

2nd. That the children brought cut to Canada under Miss Macpherson’s auspices undergo a careful
{Jreliminary educational disciplinary training before being selected for immigration, but no rule as to

ength of time.

3rd. That due medical supervision is exercised previous to immigration, to prevent crippled or
diseased children from participating in the scheme.

4th. That proper guardiansﬁip is exercised over the children from the time of embarkation until their
distribution to either of the three * Homes ” or ¢ Refuges ” established and maintained for their use in
Canada.

5th. That propcr care is subsequently exercised to have the children adopted into respectable
families, or apprenticed to persons who furnish satisfactory proof of good moral character, and their
willingness and ability to carry out the pecuniary obligations into which they enter in behalf of the
child adopted by or apprenticed to them. That a part of these obligations provides for the proper
education and moral training of the child.

6th. That a subsequent kindly supervision is exercised over the respective children after their
adoption or apprenticeship by correspondence, supervision by ladies visits, and appointed visiting
agent. ,

7th. That when it is ascertained that through incompatibility of temper, insubordination, or wrong-
doing, a continuation of the relationship becomes undesisable or impracticable, the child is a.ga?n
taken back to the ¢ Home” to undergo a kindly dealing, having special regard to the faults which
may have previously been developed, and the cause of dissatisfaction with their previous employers.

8th. That the children already brought out have proved unusually healthy. That their moral
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Character will bear a favourable comparison with an equal number of the children of Canadian farmers.
That the children manifest proper gratitude for kind treatment. That many of them keep up a
correspondence with Miss Macpherson, and according to their ability have contributed sums (never
exceeding £25) for the purpose of helping other poor children to emigrate and becoimne partakers of like
comforts and blessings with themselves. That the aggregate sum thus contributed during four years,
exceeds §1,600 or 200/. sterling.

9th. That the average expense of maintaining the respective “ Homes” at Knowlton, Belleville, and
Galt, is nearly £4,000 or 800 each. That careful and properly kept accounts are the rule in each
“ Home ”"—the annual receipts and expenditures being carefully audited by a leading resident in the
vicinity of the respective Homes, and that abstracts of such accounts are forwarded to the public
accountant and auditors in England. That in said accounts all moneys received from whatever source,
aro carefully accounted for, and that no portion whatever appears to have been appropriated by Miss
Macpherson as profit on the respective transactions or as personal remuneration, but that all monies
received have been conscientiously expended in behalf of the children and the necessary expenses of
the several “ Homes.”

10th. That every reasonable means of access is afforded by Miss Macpherson for inspecting the
“Homes,” the method of training the children, the books in which the accounts of the several Insti-
tutions are kept, and any other reasonable information which can be desired or afforded.

11th. That Miss Macpherson’s scheme has already been sufficiently tested to afford ample proof
that the principles upon which it is founded and conducted are sound, and will, if followed out, become
a valuable means of bringing out a good class of immigrants, who, from the tender age at which they
a]re brought out, will become permanent residents of the Dominion in larger proportion than the adult
class.

12th. That the sum received by Miss Macpherson from Government sources in Canada, in aiding
her to bring out 2,000 children since 1870, is only £4,107, or a trifle over §2 per child. That a sum
of equal amount should be given to her by Government for the children already brought out by
her, to aid her in the maintenance of the Homes and a continuation and prosecution of the good work.
And that your Committee should recommend that for each child subsequently brought out to Canada,
a fixed sum of, say, §4 should be given by the Dominion Government.

Trusting that the above deductions from the evidence given before your Committee, will meet with
your cordial approval, and be embodied into and given effect by your report.

I remain yours respectfully,
House of Commons, March 19th 1875. . ApaM GORDON.

s Gop—.

Committee Room, Ottawa, March 22nd 1875.

Honourable Mr. Vail stated that, having been a Member of the Nova Scotian Government when
Miss Rye visited that Province and brought out u number of children, he had great pleasure in saying
that, so far as he knew, the children brought out by that lady had turned out well, so much so that
there was a great desire on the part of the Nova Scotians to get an increased number from year to
year. Mrs. Burt had followed up Miss Rye’s work, and Col. Lawrie, who was acting as a sort of
agent for Mrs. Burt, was making every effort to get out an increased number during the coming year.
He (Mr. Vail) was quite sure that there were, to say the least, some very extraordinary statements in
Mr. Doyle’s report. He (Doyle) had not taken the time necessary to make a full inquiry or to
make himself thoroughly acquainted with the work before making a report, which was calculated
to injure, to a great extent, the cause of emigration from the other side of the Atlantic to theso
colonies.

Miss Rye appeared before the Committee and made the following statement : —

Since she began her work in Canada (which was in 1867) she had brought out between that dato and
1869, about 1,000 young women. The Dominion Government gave no aid to this work. A great
many people had thought that she was dissatisfied with the result of that immigration, and that
therefore she had turned her attention to the bringing out of children. She did not claim that all
these young women had turned out well, but she did claim that there had been but a very small
per-centage that had turned out ill, and that there had been a very great deal of talk about the few
who had not done so well as might have been desired. About fourteen years ago, Lord Shaftesbury
had had a conversation with her about getting homes in Canada for young children. She had borne
the matter in mind for some time, and in 1869 a gentleman from New York—an assistant of
Mr. Brace’s—had visited London and explained what was done in New York and neighbourhood with
poor children—sending them from the over-crowded Eastern cities to the far West, and finding for
them good homes for life. She then began to think Lord Shaftesbury’s idea could be realized, and
by her own exertions, and with the aid of the Press, she had becn able to raise enough money to buy
a Home in Canada, in which to place the children when they were first brought out. This Home was
bought in the beginning of 1868 at Niagara, and fitted up for a suitable residence. She had then gone
back to England with her mind full of the idea of getting children off the streets, but on giving the
matter further consideration she was impressed with the opinion that this plan would be scarcely fair
to the Colonies. She thought children so emigrated should have a certain amount of training, and
she had not seen exactly where she was to get the money or the strength to carry out the purpose.
In this dificulty she had 'gone to Mr. Rathbone, Member of Parliament for L}verpoo], who at once
caught at an idea on the subject. He said that the Liverpool Workhouse was in a_difterent position
from others in England, as 1t had the power of voting a certain amount of money for the welfare of
its inmates, independently of the Central Board in London, of which (she might add) Mr. Doyle
was one of its most confidential ofticers. Mr. Rathbone had undertaken to find one half the cost of
the experiment they proposed trying, provided the Workhouse authorities would do the same.

The Liverpool Board had consented to allow the children to be brought out. Fifty children were
brought to her, and in October 1869, she had taken them over to Canada. For some little time they
had remained on her hands, as people were a little afraid to take them, but she had ultimately suc-
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ceeded in placing them in good homes. - -She would give the Committee some particulars as to how
these fifty little girls had succeeded .—
Twenty of them were at the present time (March 1875) doing exceedingly well, in the same houses
she had placed them in 1869 ; two were dead ; one was married, and into her master’s family ; one
was at present on a visit to England; only five had been removed once ; nineteen were doing fairly
well ; and only two had turned out lazy, idle, and worthless girls. She had come to-day to protest
against Mr. Doyle’s unjust, ungenerous, and most inaccurate report. It had been said that in the
course of four, five, or six years, she (Miss Rye) and the country would be disgraced by the conduct of
these children. She had specially desired Mr. Doyle to inquire into the condition and behaviour of
these children brought out in 1869, when he was in Canada,—but he had declined, because certain for-
malities of the Whitehall Board had not been complied with. The result of the experiment with these
fifty children had so far satisfied the Liverpool Board that they had endorsed her action. Other work-
houses, in all about forty-six, had been opened to her, though, of course, there had to be a great deal
of coaxing and arguing to be done, on account of the indifference and ignorance which prevailed in
England in reference to these matters. The number of children she had brought out up to the present
time amounted to 1,377, of whom 202 were boys. There were sixty-eight adult women and 1,102
little girls, varying in age from six months to fourteen years of age. About 200 of the 1,102 were
non-union children, that is, they were from Peckham, Bath, Wolverhampton, and other orphanages.
She was quite sure that if they made a strict inquiry into the condition of the children who had been
brought, they would find that not more than three per cent. had proved failures. She (Miss Rye) did
not take any credit for that, beyond the fact that she had conceived the idea ; the work had been done
by good and kind men and women all over Canada, and they had done the work well. She claimed
that Mr. Doyle was unjust because, though she had a number of centres for her work, and friends
kindly co-operating and working well, yet he had only visited Mr. and Mrs. Robson at Newcastle, and
Mr. and Mrs. Ball at Niagara, and had never gone at all to others. He had never visited Halifax,
St. John, Mount Forest, Grimsby or Bradford, and he arrived at Chatham about three o’clock on a
Saturday, and left the Monday following. Referring to a statement in Mr. Doyle’s report, that she
(Miss Rye) had brought fifty children to London last June ; that she and they had been entertained
at the expense of the public, and that whoever came might take the children if they chose, Miss Rye
said the Emcts were, that she took twelve children to London instead of fifty; she was in London ono
week in advance of the children, during which time she was the guest of Captain and Mrs. Whitehead.
She had had twenty-eight applications for these twelve children. Of the twenty-eight persons who had
made application she had, by personal inquiry, aided by other friends in London, selected the twelve
who were the most likely to take care of the children; that the children came up to London at the
expense of the Home and under care of a responsible person, and that they never went into or near the
town hall. Referring to Mr. Doyle’s statement to the effect that a little girl who could not be hired
“ to tell a lie,” had been punished by being put on bread and cold water for eleven days, she (Miss
Rye) said that she had (Yut thig girl on bread and water for two or three days, as she sometimes had to
do with very unruly and intractable children. Any one who knew anything of the training of children
of this class, would admit that punishment of some kind was necessary in certain cases. She had had
in all 290 children sent back, for whom she had had to find over 700 places, and her cerrespondence at
Niagara wouid show that the reason assigned in a great many cases for returning them was that they
did not like to punish other people’s children. They said that they bad neighbours interfering, &c.,
but they would not punish them. This had been the case with the little girl referred to by Mr. Doyle.
She had been sent out to no less than nine different places in four years, and had been returned from
cach for insubordination. The only cvidence upon which Mr. Doyle had based his assertions in this
case was the mere word of the girl herself, which he had evidently deemed sufficient to entitle it to
mention in a Governmental Report. The girl referred to was returned to Miss Rye one fortnight after
Mr. Doyle saw her, for slapping her mistress’s face. Mr. Doyle had never asked her (Miss Rye) one
question regarding this girl’s character. Another charge against her was, that she put out children in
the United States, which was, according to Mr. Doyle, a deadly crime. She had put twenty work-
house girls in the United States’in homes for which they were particularly fitted, and which parti-
cularly suited them. She had to consider not only the suitableness of the homes for the children, but
the suitableness of the children for the homes, as it would be ridiculous to place children of a low type
in the best families, and zice zersé. The children would not be happy, amf the people would not be
likely to keep them. They had to use discrimination in placing them so as to get them into the fittest
homes. Mr. Doyle said that she kept no real register of her children so as to give an idea of what the
work really was. She did not attempt to keep a very detailed account of the work, for the very simple
rcason that she had not sufficient time to do so. When she was in England her time was fully taken
up, and here she was burdened with the care of 800 or 400 fresh children every year. She had also a
great deal of correspondence. She had shown Mr. Doyle 6,000 or 7,000 letters which she and one
young lady with her had attended to in the last six years. She thought it was exceedingly ungenerous
in Mr. Doyle to expect her, in addition to attending to this large correspondence, to write up careful
reports in red-tape fashion. He had also insinuated that while her Home was in good order on the
occasion of his visit, that it had been specially prepared for his inspection; the truth was, that when
Mr. Doylo visited Niagara, Miss Rye and her assistant were both ill and away from the Home. Mr.
Doyle had said also that she kept a paid matron and one paid servant, and Mr. Doyle had seen each
servant separately and asked each servant the amount of wages paid to a paid matron and to three
aid servants besides. There was another point she wished to refer to: when Mr. Doyle came to the
Jome he had very properly asked about the accounts. She bad taken out her bills and had said that
that was the weakest part of the work. That other and more important work had kept her from keep-
ing the books as they should have been kept. She had given him (Mr. Doyle) her bank-book and her
bills, and had asked him to examine them, offering: to help as he had his clerk with him. This
Mr. Doyle declined doing, on the ground- that he had not time to- make any investigation. He had
asked for an account of the ‘moneys she had received -from the different Governments, and she had
replied that she had been at the work for ten years and had never written one letter to Ottawa. She
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had received $600 at one time from the Ontario Government, and 900 on another occasion, $1,500 in
the ten years.y She had given him a blue book to prove that, for as he seemed to have a great fondness
for official reports, she thought a blue book would satisfy him better than a statement of her own. She
had only to say now that if they would make a fair inquiry she was prepared 'to show all her books,
correspondence, &c., and she was besides prepared to do what Mr. Doyle and the whole body of
Governmental officials in England with their force of men and women dare not do—that is, she would
satisfy them that the thousand children she had placed during the last six years had on the whole
done remarkably well. Mr. Doyle had said that her Home ought to be open for children who might
come back from any cause. The sick were to be nursed, the unruly managed, the vicious restrained,
a lying-in ward added, and cases of prosecution conducted from that same centre, and expected her to
accomplish all this for 8.. 8s. sterling, which in fact they could not do in England for 24/. per annum.
There were a great many things that might be added to the work, but she had not the money. There
should be a home for returned children, to separate them from the better behaved children who should
not be mixed with the others. ‘I'he question for the people of Canada to consider was this: there were
a large number of fine children in kngland, who would bo valuable to this country, and whom the
British Government would be willing to assist out here. She had not the means of carrying on the
work as she would desire, and it was for them to say how it should be accomplished. One thing that
was needful at the Home, was a proper place for the children in case of sickness. Mr. Doyle had
thought they should have a large infirmary, and though they had had so far, very little sickness, some
such place was required. Mr. Doyle had also found tault with their arrangements in coming across
the Atlantic. The fact was, the children were brought out in the same way as if their fathers and
mothers were with them. The accommodation was very good. She had an excellent matron whose -
assistance was supplemented by some young women who came out with them every time. ‘She: had
brought out 68 of the latter class within the last five years. He had also said that they should bring
out the children by fifty instead of by hundreds. She thought that it was just as easy, in one sense,
to bring out one hundred as it was to bring fifty. What she specially desired the House to do was
to make a full investigation—not of isolated cases, but of the whole work. If this investigation
proved satisfactory, she asked for a recognition of the fact, which would be beneficial not only in this
country but in England. She hoped, also, that the Committee would recommend Parliament to grant
a sum of £5,000 or $10,000 for the erection of a wing to the Home for the accommodation of the sick,
and one for returned children. Mr. Doyle had spoken of the necessity of inspecting every child after
they were placed in their homes, and he had made her say, according to his report, that she had
repeatedly asked for such inspection. ‘I'hat statement was entirely at variance with what she had
stated on the other side of the Atlantic. She had said that if the work were made conditional on such
inspection, she was willing to submit, for tbe sake of keeping the work on. He (Mr. Doyle) had
evidently tormed his views on this subject from having seen the miserable homes to which children
were sent out by tue English boarding house system ; but the children who were placed out in Canada
were with the very best people in the country—people who would be insulted at the idea of their not
being able to manage them. A suggestion had been thrown out that the inspection of these children
should be conducted by the Gtovernment School Inspectors in the different localities, who might
perhaps be induced to perform such duties by a small addition to their salaries. She had spoken
w0 the Chiet Superintendent of Lducation for ()ntario-.—Dr. Ryerson—on the subject, who had said
that he thought the system could be brought into operation, if the consent of the Head of the Depart-
ment could be obtained. She was quite willing that this plan should be adopted if it would add to the
success of the work. If the Government would vote this money for the enlargement of the Home,
it would have a very great effect upon the work in England. She would be willing to place the house,
grounds at Niagara, &c., in the hands of responsible trustees. Mr. Doyle had quoted the letters
she had addressed to the Imperial Board at Whitehall, but he had omitted all mention of the third
and most important letter, written in 1871, in which she had made the Poor Law Board the same offer
that she now made, viz., that the work should be made a Government one—the Government taking the
responsibility off her shoulders. - She did not think she could have done much more to prove her
personal disinterestedness in the matter. They had written her in reply, stating that as they were
not an originating Board, they could not accept her offer. There was no reason why it should not
be made a Government work, for so far as she was ;I)ersonally concerned, she did not care whether
the property was in the hands of the Canadian or the Imperial Government, so long as it was in_good
custody ; she would. give the names of some of the people in the different districts who took the
oversight of her children: In Halitax, there was Miss Cogswell (who had just died), and the Rev.
Mr. Hill. In St. John, Ex-Governor Wilmot, Rev. Canon Scovill, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Danicls, and
Mr. Attorney General King. In St Catharines, Dr. Holland, Rev. Mr. Burson, Dr. Hill, and Mr.
Clarke, of the Customs. In Grimsby, Mr. Cyrus Nelles, and Dr. Reid. In Niagara, Rev. Dr. Me-
Murray, Mr. Robert Ball, J.P., and the Ex-Mayor of the town, Mr. Paffard. 1n Chatham, Mr. Scane,
Mr. McCrae, Police Magistrate, and Rev. D. Van Allan. In Mount Forest, Mr. Sidney Smith, J.P.
In Newcastle, Mr. and Mrs. Robson ; and in London, Captain and Mrs. Whitehead.
\By Mr. Jones (Halifaz) :}— e,
Q. Mrs. Birt was not connected with her (Miss Rye’s) work ?
A It was the same work, but under different management.
[By Mr. Stephenson, M.P. J— '
Q. How many children have you brought out to Canada first and last? How many deaths have
occurred amongst them?
4. 1 have brought out over one thousand young women and children ; four deaths had occurred in
the Home and four out of it, and three of these had been accidents.
Q. How many are resident out of the country?
A. There are forty children out of the country, in the United States.
Q. What is the average period you have kept children in the Home at Niagara ?
A. The average period is from threc weeks to a month. That does not apply to childron who are

returned. .
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Q- What is the longest period you have kept children at the Home in Niagara, and why ?

A. 1 kept one child for about nine months. She had been half starved, and was not fit to go out
to work ; there were two other little girls whom I kept for about eighteen months. They were very
young, and we had not suitable homes for them.

Q. Did you ever speak of the children brought out to Canada by yourself as the “refuse of the
workhouses?”

A. Never.

Q. Have you ever received commissions from the Allan Steamship Company, or from any other
shipping firm ?

4. No.

Q. Have you at any time received offers from the United States Government or United States
authorities to transfer your labour to that country ?

A. I have not received offers from the Government ; I did receive an offer from the New York
Herald. 1 have also received offers from some persons in Mississippi, and from another body of men
in the Western States.

Q. Have you ever put yourself in communication with the Government at Ottawa, before your
present visit, and have you ever had moneys from any other Government in Canada than the Ontario
Government—say New Brunswiek or Nova Scotia, where you have placed children, I believe ?

A. Yes; I got about 300/ from the Government of New Brunswick to bring out some young
women in 1872 or 1873. I brought out sixty women, and returned the balance of the money, for
which I bave a receipt.

@. Mr. Doyle states that ¢ The Western Home” of Miss Rye, at Niagara, is the old gaol of the
town, bought for Miss Rye by subscription, and so altered and improved as to be in many respects
a suill:able:i ;)uilding. Please state whether the Western Home was so purchased, and if not, how it was

urchas
P A. The house was not bought for me; it was bought by money which I earned by writing for the
press in England. : .

M. Stephenson here said—I have received a letter from Mr. Van Allan, Ex-Mayor of Chatham,
bearing upon Mr. Doyle’s statements with reference to the work there.

The letter was read and put in.

R. Stephenson, Esq., M.P., Ottawa.
My DEear Sig, Chatham, 15th March 1875.

I was not a little pained, a few days since, upon learning that Mr. Doyle, who came from
England ostensibly to look after the welfare of the orphan children brought from that country by
Miss Rye and Miss McPherson, had, on his return home, issued a pamphlet in which he reflects, in
most disparaging terms, upon the work of these ladies.

If Mr. Doyle’s investigations were as searching all over as here, it is safe to say he really knew as
much about these children before he left England as he did when he returned. He reached this place
(in the neighbourhood of which there must be nearly 100 of these children) on Saturday afternoon, and
left early on the following Monday, and, I am informed, saw some three or four of the children. I do
not know whether you are a member of the Committee on Immigration and Colonization or not; if
not, I trust you will do what you can to have the proposed investigation as thorough as possible, as
you undoubtedly will, if on the Committee. The more thorough the investigation into Miss Rye’s
work, the more pronounced, I am satisfied, will be the complete vindication of that most philanthropic
and- estimable lady. I say this, taking it for granted Miss Rye is as careful all over as here, as to
where she places the children, and as solicitous of their welfare afterward, as I have witnessed, as to
the children she has placed in this neighbourhood.

Therefore, 1 firmly believe, if the whole truth is laid before the Committee of Miss Rye’s work,
Mr. Doyle’s position, after the Committee report, will be an unenviable one.

I remain yours very truly,
(Signed) D. l{ Van ArLax, Ex-Mayor.

Mr. Stephenson, M.P., stated that he was personally acquainted with the work of Miss Ryc in the
neighbourhood of Chatham, Ontario, and could not but give that lady credit for doing very much good,
for which she was richly entitled to the thanks of the cﬁ;ldren committed to her charge. In the year
1870, Miss Rye brought four children to the town of Chatham—two in the summer and two in autumn.
These children were placed with very much care, as, indeed, were all the children, some fifty or sixty
subsequently brought to that town. Mr. E&. W. Scane, a leading barrister, took one ; Mr. C. H. Rose,
dealer in lumber, took another; Mr. Aldis, a well-to-do farmer near, and large property-holder in
Chatham, another; and Mr. Lawrence Skey, miller, the fourth. These were the children brought to
Chatham in 1870. All the gentlemen above named are amongst the most respectable and cownfortably
situated in the locality. In 1872 two more girls were brought to Chatham by Miss Rye, Mr. Wm,
Carruthers, station-master, taking one, and Mr. H. J. Eberts, at present Reeve of the town, and for
several years Councillor of the same, taking another. Mr. Eberts, likewise, is Church Warden of
Christ’s Church (Church of England) Chatham. With these familes Miss Rye kept up a regular
correspondence, so that when that lady brought some 50 to 60 children to Chatham, in the year 1874,
she had been able to secure excellent places for the greater portion of them, he might say for nearly
all of them, who werc taken to their new homes immediately upon their arrival in town. And he
was happy to add that they are all now, with a single exception, he believed, in the places then
secured for them. This exception was that of a little boy whose case is being warmly taken up
by Miss Rye, the Town Council, and a number of philanthropic people who have interested them-
selves in the little fellow’s behalf. One matter that deserves especial mention, to show the extreme
care and thoughtfulness exhibited by Miss Rye in placing the children committed to her care, is
this:-—In the case of sisters and brothers, she has invariably striven—and in the neighbourhood
of Chatham success has crowned her efforts—to place sisters in close proximity to each other, with
families related to each other, or with families in the same neighbourhood. In Chatham and neighbour-
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hood no less than ten such instances could be enumerated. For instance, the two girls taken by Mr.
Scane and Mr. Rose, are in the same town; as are the two sisters with Mr. Eberts and Mr. Carruthers.
Mr. Skey lives in Chatham, and has one girl whose sister is with Mr. Baldis, who resides within a very
short distance outside the limits of the corporation. Then two other sisters were put out with two
well-to-do farmers in the Township of Harwich (a municipality adjoining Chatham), named Tyhurst.
Two other sisters were placed in two families, relatives and near neighbours, named Blackburn: while
Mr. Louis Blackburn, Chairman of the Charity Committee of the Town of Chatham, has another of
the children brought out by Miss Rye. So far as Mr. Stephenson’s knowledge extended, and he claimed
an intimate knowledge with the people of both town andP country, from having represented the former
for several years in the Council—being Mayor for three years—and Member for the latter in the
Dominion Parliament, without hesitation he affirmed that Miss Rye was doing a great and good
work, and from the manner in which she performed her self-imposed duties, she was unquestionably
entitled to the support, praise and generous consideration of all humane, moral and philanthropic
people on both sides of the Atlantic. He had one of the girls in his own family. He was not
aware of Mr. Doyle’s visit to Chatham; bhad he been so, he would have been delighted to have
afforded that gentleman an opportunity to visit the greater proportion of the children, about sixty in
all, and he feFt assured that the impression he would have borne away with him, would have been
one altogether favourable to the zealous and self-sacrificing]labours of Miss Rye in the interest of the poor
children that she brings from England to Canada. One other point, and he would have done. Mr.
Doyle, in his report, refers to the comments of “the press” upon Miss Rye’s work. Having had an
intimate connection with the press of Canada for about 25 years, and during the whole of the period of
Miss Rye’s work in this Dominion having had the opportunity—indeed his profession, that of editor
and publisher, made it necessary—to peruse the press, he could bring to his recolloction but a single
attempt to disparage Miss Rye in the remotest degree ; and this was printed in a journal published in
a town near to the Western Home, and was inspired, if not actually written, by a matron he believed
discharged from that institution. ~Otherwise, everything he had seen in the Canadian press was
unqualifiedly in Miss Rye’s favour. He hoped and trusted that the Government would do all in their
power to uphold and strengthen Miss Rye in the good work she had already performed, and which she
still persisted in doing.

Miss Rye made the following statements in reply to questions by Mr. Trow, M.P. (Perth) :—

People apglied to her for children, sometimes for the purpose of adopting them, and sometimes as
servants. She did not allow them to be adopted after they were nine years of age. They were adopted
on the usual forms of adoption of this country. The form of indenture of service had been altered
from papers used in orphanage institutions in different parts of Canada. With regard to those girls
who were sent. out as servants, they werc bound up to the age of 18 ; up to 15 they were clothed and
taught ; from 15 to 17 they get three dollars a month; from 17 to 18 four dollars a month. The form
of indenture was somewhat different from that used in Canadian orphanages. Boys were put out in a
different way, viz.:—on a rising scale commencing at thirty dollars, and rising ten dollars every year
till it rose to seventy or eighty dollars, but she had had very little to do with boys. Mr. Doyle had
stated that she used three forms of indenture for the girls, but she had only two.

Mr. Jones, M.P. (Halifax), made the following statement:—

In Nova Scotia there was an ever-increasing desire to I&et the children brought out by Mrs. Birt.
The results of the work which Miss Rye commenced and Mrs. Birt was carrying on in Halifax, had on
the whole been satisfactory.

Hon. Malcolm Cameron, M.P., said he had read Mr. Doyle’s report carefully, and he had come to
the conclusion that it was a very harmless document, except the report of a conversation with a late
Warden of Hastings, representing that gentleman as saying that the effect of importing these children
was demoralizing to the children of Canada. Now the Hon. Mr. Flint had a letter which he (Mr.
Cameron) desired should be put in, showing that this gentleman was still friendly to the scheme of
Miss Macpherson. He (Mr. Cameron) himself had good opportunities of studying the question, having
visited the Marchmont Home twice, and spending a day in visiting boys at various homes around
Belleville, at Marmora, and around Ottawa, where Miss H. Williamson and Mr. Thom visited all the
children up the river as far as Arnprior, and he was satisfied that the scheme was a profitable one for
Canada, and a noble and benevolent one for England.

Mr. Norris, M.P., said he was acquainted with the persons to whom Miss Rye referred, and they
were all respectable people. Men would do much for the cause of humanity. He also knew a good
many of the children himself, and so far as he knew there had only been one case of cruelty, and the

ople of St. Catherines had taken that case up, and the persons who abused the child were punished.
Ir’fe believed the children were well cared for, though there might be some cases where they were not
as well used as they should be. This was to be expected when they were placing so many children
out among strangers, but the per-centage of the latter was small compared to the others.

Mr. Plumb, M.P., said he resided at Niagara and was intimately acquainted with Miss Rye’s work.

He had had a good deal of trouble about it at first, and he had thought tBat there being so many
difficulties to overcome, its success was very uncertain.

But he had since been convinced that his first impressions were incorrect.

He was personally aware of the careful scrutiny which was made into the character and standing of
the people to whom the children were given out. ‘There were of course great differences of tempera-
ment and character among the children, and Miss Rye did not in every case succeed in finding good
homes for them at first, and this was the cause of a great deal of trouble. With one or two exceptions,
children who had been sent back had ultimately secured good places. He had attended Miss Rye’s
first gathering of the children at the Home, three years after the Home was opened, at which two or
three hundred were present, and the improvement in their appearance and condition was very evident,
He believed as far as Miss Rye’s work was concerned there was no necessity for any further super-
vision or inspection than was at present exercised. The demand was greater than the supply,
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Hundreds of applications had to be refused, and when a lot of children were brought out they were
taken up very rapidly.

He knew that in many cases if there was the slightest doubt about the character of the people
applying they were refused. ,

He was certain that those engaged in the work had not done so for pecuniary advantage but from
far higher considerations. : :

Hon. Mr. Flint said that after Miss Macpherson’s testimony had been given the other day, he had
taken the liberty of writing to the gentleman in question, quoting at the same time that portion of
Mr. Doyle’s pamphlet relating to the matter. He submitted the following letter which was ordered
to be placed in evidence :—

Hon. B. Flint, Madoc, March 19, 1875.

Sir,—Since writing you yesterday I notice through the press that Mr. Doyle wishes to leave the
impression that Miss Macpherson and her friends do not give sufficient attention to the selection of
homes for the children under her care, and also that there was pecuniary advantages to themselves.

As to the last charge I have no doubt that Miss Macpherson can explain it satisfactorily, and as
to the first I can bear testimony to the very great interest manifested by all persons connected with
the “ Home ” at Belleville, and particularly Miss Bilborough, in securing good homes for the children,
and the great amount of labour gone through for that purpose. .

To my mind the fault is not in the efforts of Miss Macpherson and her co-workers, but in the
unfortunate mistake made in taking children from the streets, who had already imbibed vices of the
most dangerous character, and without sufficient training scattering these children with their vices
broadecast over the country.

The wrong inflicted bas been very great, though I am satisfied quite unintentional on the part of
Miss Macpherson, as it was on my own part. Change the principle to educating them before turning
them out on the world, and I feel one great difficulty will be removed; and in no safer hands could
they be intrusted, in my opinion, than in Miss Macpherson’s.

: Yours, &c.,
(Signed) A. F. Woon.

Mr. Flint said he wished to state distinctly that the boys sent to Mr. Wood were not what he
(Mr. Wood) called “gutter childreu,” or children from the streets, but were taken from some of the
poor-houses in England. He (Mr. Flint) had found more satisfaction from those children who were
called  Arabs,” than from those from the workhouses.

Mr. White, M.P., said he belicved he could prove that these boys were doing better. The reason
they had not at first succeeded so well was, as he had stated, because they were in a village where
there were so many miners. He was confident they would yet make good men.

Mr. Flint said that during the time these boys were in the village there had been an influx of the
very worst class—strangers seeking for gold, and so on, and he believed this fact had much to do with
the demoralizing of the boys.

Mr. White said he believed that three-fourths of the boys resident in the village were fully as
immoral as these boys were.

Dr. Orton, M.P., said so far as he knew a great deal of satisfaction was felt by those who had got
children from Miss Rye’s Home in Mount Forest. A large number were placed out in the County of
Wellington, and he believed the people were satisfied. .

Hon. Mr. Vail said the fault found by many people in Nova Scotia was that there was too much
discrimination exercised as to who should obtain children. The regulations were so stringent that
people paused before accepting the responsibility of taking these children.

The Chairman submitted the following statements and letters by Miss Rye, which she requested
should be placed in evidence :—
. The Russell House, Ottawa,

23rd March 1875.

I, Maria L. Rye, of our Western Home, Niagara, Canada, do declare that I have never at any time
taken fifty children to London, Canada West, for distribution, but that in the autumn of 1873 I did
take up twelve children to the said City of London ; that I went up one week in advance of the chil-
dren ; that 1 was the guest of Captain and Mrs. Whitehead ; that I received twenty-eight offers for
these twelve children ; that with the assistance of capable and intelligent persons 1 selected the twelve
best homes for the said twelve children ; that the said children came up to London under the care of
my co-worker, Miss Allaway, and at the expensc of the Home, and that in no way were we indebted
to the town. Neither did any of the children enter into the Town Hall. Also, that the said children
were all placed out in London under the indenture forms marked in Mr. Doyle’s Report respectively
G and H.

’ Maria L. RyE.
I certify the above to be correct.
[x.s] Bensamin Cronyy,
Mayor, City of London.

I have much pleasure in testifying to the correctness in every particular of the foregoing declaration
of Miss Rye.
J. WaitEnEap, J.P. |

(Letter from J, J. Robson, Esq., placed in evidence by Miss Rye.)

“ Newcastle, 22nd March 1875.
My Drar Miss Rye,—Mr. Doyle has sent me his report, and a careful perusal confirms the
opinion I formed from conversations I had with that gentleman when he was at my house last summer,



o %4

that is that he came out from England Erejudiced against the charitable work in which you were wear-
in[,i out your life in endeavouring to make a success.

think it unfortunate the report of your and Miss Macpherson’s work has been so mixed ulp,
as under the circumstances it would have been much more satisfactory if it had been kept entirely
separate.

Objections are made that the work the children are put at, is of a character they have not been
accustomed to, and recommends for girls, particularly, that they should spend a year or two in some
suitable Canadian farmer’s home before being placed out.

I am really at a loss to understand how this idea is to be carried out, unless the means are pro-
vided by the Home Government to pay for their board and clothing, as I am well aware no places could
be found where people would take them and drill them into usefulness, and then bave them taken away
without any remuneration.

As for the remark that children can be kept as cheap as chickens, it is simply absurd, as any
practical person will understand when they know that the usual rate of board and lodging in country
places in Canada, is ten shillings sterling per week.

The report also states that the children are insufficiently paid. After a careful consideration of
the subject, I have arrived at the conclusion that the terms you require, viz : board and clothing until
fifteen years of age; $3 per month from fifteen to seventeen ; and g4 from seventeen to eighteen, is
quite as much as the girls can earn. Mrs. Robson says: Taking into account the troubles and
aunoyances connected with teaching them everything required to be known in house-keeping, setting
aside all sympathy for the poor little creatures, it is more.

. I see Mr. Doyle is horrified to find that an instance has occurred of a girl having actually had to
work out in the fields. Had he mentioned the circumstance to me, I could, during our two days
drive through my section, have })ointed out to him the houses of twenty independent farmers whose
daughters, during the busy time of harvest, &c., have done the same, and are certainly not looked down
upon in consequence ; in fact, I think if a little more work were engrafted into the workhouse system
(the J)roperty so called) of England, the girls when sent out into service, or to this or other countries,
would give more general satisfaction, and probably a smaller per-centage would turn out badly.

Great objection is made to the union children being mixed up with Arabs (gutter children), or
whatever name they are known by, Mr. Doyle evidently thinking there is fear of the former being
injured thereby. Now, my experience so far (and I have taken note of the matter), is, that the latter,
as a rule, give greater satisfaction than the former ; are less liable to;be sulky ; have more self-reliance ;
are less idle, and are, I think, quite equal in every way except in education.

I have lately had one of Mr. Doyle’s pet workhouse girls (M G ) returned from the second
first-class home she hae had in this vicinity. Cause—Impossibility of keeping her in the house in the
evening, going out without leave, and staying out all night, and dishonesty.

After a thorough explanation of the ultimate results of such conduct both by Mrs. Robson and

myself, 1 have again placed her,and, as I am holding the threat of the Reformatory over her, think she
may now do better.

I remain, dear Miss Rye,
Very sincerelg yours,
oHN J. Rosson.

(Letter from the Lord Bishop of Toronto, placed in evidence by Miss Eye.)

Toronto, March 29th, 1875.

My Dear Miss Rye,—I am sincerely grieved for the trouble you are experiencing as indicated in
your letter of the 25th, from Ottawa.

I have all along considered your work a boon to Canada; and although disappointments are
inevitable, the general success of your enterprise has surprised and satisfied us all.

I have on more than one occasion been present at happy gatherings of your young people ; but on
no more gratifying one than on the 22nd September last, when, as I understand, nearly 300 were
present with those whom we may call their foster parents.

I have met several of your girls at friends’ houses in the country, and with very few exceptions,
received a good account of them. From all I heard they were in great demand; and any check
to your benevolent enterprise, through calumny or misapprehension, would be a wide-felt disap-
pointment.

Believe me, dear Miss Rye,
Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) A. H. ToroxTo.

(Letter from J. A. Donaldson, Esq., placed in evidence by Miss Rye.)

_ o Toronto, 29th March 1875.
DEear Mapam,—Seeing your scheme of immigration is at present undergoing investigation, I beg

leave to offer a few remarks. I feel it due to yourself and Miss Macpherson, having had the oppor-
tunity of observing your operations since you first commenced bringing parties to Canada.

From my personal observations I can only state that I have often wondered at the great intcrest
taken by both you ladies in what I call a great good work in Canada.

I have often heard expressed the admiration of those seeking the children, how well they were

trained when called on b cg'ou to sing their hymns, and repeat verses that would compare favourably
with any of our Sunday

ool children.

How very scrupulous you always were in your inquiries about parties applying for those children,
that I have on more than one occasion felt inclined to remonstrate with you when you have even
refused worthy people to have those children, when you did not feel fully satisfied the children would
be well cared for ; the same applies also to Miss Macpherson.
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I have no hesitation in saying with but few exceptions, these children, both boys and girls, are
invariably well treated by the parties that get them, and that in the care of the female portion, I have
always considered you were filling a gap, and supplying a want much felt by the community at large,
as they will tako the place of domestic servants in a few years.

In truth it is to the interest of parties securing the services of these children to treat them well, and
with but few exceptions, I have seldom heard complaints.

Had Mr. Doyle called on the lady of the Honourable Isaac Buchanan of Hamilton, or had he had
the good fortune to have seen the late Mrs. McMaster before her death, and heard the testimony of
those ladies who were so conversant with your operations, he would perhaps have taken a different

view in many respects to what he has done.
Believe me, dear Madam,

Yours very faithfully,
(Signed) Joux A. DoxaLpsox,
Miss Maria S. Rye, Ottawa. Dominion Immigration Agent.

(Letter from the Bishop elect of Niagara, placed in evidence by Miss Rye.)
The Rectory, St. George’s Church,
Toronto, 27th March 1875,

My Dear Miss Ryg,—I have been much grieved and astonished to perceive from the public prints
how the good works that you and Miss Macpherson have been doing, not only for the poor children of
England, but also for the poor housewives of our country, has been “evil spoken of ” by Mr. Doyle.
I have had some opportunities of seeing your work in this Province, and all I have seen has convinced
me that your work was not only a charitable, but also a judicious one. T have seen several of the
children who seem to be happy and well-cared for in the homes where you have placed them, and the
per-centage of those who leave their homes are so small, that it proves that your work is well and
Judiciously done. I think it is a great pity that such officials as Mr. Doyle should be sent out to inspect
your charitable work ; a gentleman who probably has never been accustomed to inspect any but the
charities of an old and rich country like England. He should not expect to find here all the contrivances
and appliances which he finds there. Such a man reminds me of an architect from England, whom I
have met with in this country. Everything in his line was wrong here when he first ‘came out;
but after being here a year or two he learned that he had misjudged what he had seen, and that the
works of our architects were better suited for the state of things that exists amongst us than he had
imagined.

Trusting that you will be sustained in your great and most useful works.

I am, my dear Miss Rye,
Yours very faithfully,
(Signedy  T. B. FuiLer, D.D, D.C.L,,
Rector of St. George Church, Toronto, Archdeacon of Niagara,
and Bishop elect of the new Diocese of Niagara.

(Letter from the Rector of Grimsby, Ont., and Rural Dean, put in evidence by Miss Rye.)
The Rectory, Grimsby, Ont.,
30th March 1875.

My Dear Miss Ryx,—1I hear you are at Ottawa endeavoring to defend your arduous and charitable

" work against the very unfair report given of it by the English Commissioner. As I took the first

girl from your “ Home,” at Niagara, on the day of its inauguration, and have, as you are aware,

seen a good deal of the working of the institution, as well as the custody of many of the girls, you will,

1 know, allow me to say a few words on the subject, which you can make any use of you think fit.

The idea expressed by Mr. Doyle—that the children are no better off than they would be in an English

workhouse-—is evidently founded on want of information. I was much disappointed at not meeting

that gentleman, as expected, at the meeting of your young friends, at the “ Home,” on the 22nd Sept.

last. The appearance of between 200 and 300 happy, healthy, well-dressed girls, bringing with them

cvery token and evidence of home care and comfort must, in itself, have gone a long way to dispel the

impression, and a personal inspection of their “ Homes” would have entirely removed it. Not having

been in England of late, I cannot speak of the condition of the workhouses ; but supposing them to

be well conducted, and everything tﬂa,t could be expected from such public refuges of the poor, it is

quite impossible that any such institutions could provide advantages (and that for the whole period of

)éouth) which the girls enjoy in the very great majority of the families with whom they are placed in
anada.

The farmers of this country are a prosperous and intelligent class; the girls placed with them are
kindly treated, and enjoy all the comfort incident to the family circumstances. 1 mention the farmers
because I believe a large number of girls are taken by them, but many distributed in the towns and
villages are equally well provided for.

There are ten or twelve girls in this parish, all of whom I know are well treated, well provided for,
and gencrally recciving moral and religious training, and I can bear the same testimony concerning
many others in the Niagara district.

Of course they will not all be cqually fortunate, nor are they cqually deserving  None of them are
angels ; all of them have human passions to be corrected, and often will give a good deal of trouble to
those who undertook the task ; yet, I must say, as far as my knowledge goes, as well as from the
opinions of many comnpetent to judge, this task is, on the whole, very faithfully and patiently performed.
Indeed, the great change and improvement in their condition originates one of the greatest difficultics
in their management. For when much is received, human nature too readily fancies there must be
some notice of personal merit, and does not often show the gratitude or acknowledgment it ought, either
to a kind Providence or kind friends. There may be some cases where better treatment might have
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been desired, though I am not aware of them, and truly believe them to be very few. Such cases are
sure to be l-gublished when they occur. Investigation will generally show that instead of being winked
at, the hardship is usually exaggerated.

_ As regards one girl, I shall only say that her time expired last Christmas. The caged bird often
sighs for liberty and yet returns to the cage or refuge. ghe is still with us, by her own wish. Wher
she leaves we shall see she has a proper home. 1 believe her faults have been well ‘corrected, her
principles improved, and she affords as much hOﬁe of a virtuous life as most girls in her state of life.

Wishing you every success in your great work of charity and patience under all trials,
Believe me, very sincerely yours,
F. gouox REabp,
Rector and Rural Dean.

tI.igﬁﬂ(lle Government would appoint some Inspector to visit every ‘Home,” they would soon be
satisfied.

(Lettor from Dr. Morton, of Bradford, put in evidence by Miss Rye.)

Bradford, Ontario, March 31, 1875.
DEear Miss Ryx,—Taking such an interest in your good work, I again write to you to say that all
your little girls located in this neighbourhood are very well, happy and comfortable, and give unusual
satisfaction ; they are in every instance treated as members of the family ; and so soon as you have any
others I hope you will let me know, as I can get good places for six or eight more; you may feel
assured I would recommend no person to you whom I could not rely upon as treating them kindly and
affectionately. I enclose you three photographs of them which I now happen to have, and if you
should like some likenesses of the others I J)are say I can get them for you, and with best wishes,

believe me to be
Yours faithfully,
. (Signed) Gro. lg MorToNn, M.D.

(Letter from the Rov. Dr. McMurray, Rector of Niagara, placed in evidence at his request.)

Siz,—I hope you will pardon the liberty I have now taken in addressing you upon a subject of very
deep importance. 1 allude to the work in which Miss Rze has been engaged for several years past in
bringing to this country workhouse and pauper children from England.

You are doubtless aware that “ our Western Home,” an institution which Miss Rye has provided for
the reception of these children, is situated in m{ parish, which has given me an op ortunitz of becoming
acquainted with her work, and, therefore, I feel it my duty to state to you, in as few words as possible,
the great success which has attended her praiseworthy and self-denying efforts.

I am now and have been a constant visitor at the “ Home,” and have had every opportunity of seeing
how it is conducted, of judging how the children are cared for, and also of the great pains taken to -
place them out to the best advantage to their future welfare.

I have therefore very great pleasure in being able to state to you that the institution is conducted
with marked ability and in the most unexceptionable manner ; that all the care that human foresight
can bestow is taken ; that the children are kindly treated and are comfortable and happy while at the
“ Home;” that the utmost solicitude is manifested on the part of Miss Rye, and those whom she has
associated with herself as guardians, to place the children in families where they will be kindly treated
and brought up in a useful and respectable manner, and her efforts, I am happy to say, have been
crowned with success.

Haying lately had placed in my hands the report of Mr. Doyle, sent out to this country to inspect
Miss Rye’s work, as well as that of Miss Macpherson, and having it carefully, I felt myself con-
strained in justice to that lady to write at once to the Right Hon. G. Sclater Booth, President of the
Poor Law Board, upon the subject, and to express my dissent from many of the statements therein
contained with regard to the work of these excellent ladies, but more especially with reference to
Miss Rye’s. I do not think I can do better than give you here an extract from the letter I addressed
to the President of the Poor Law Board :—

“ Having had placed in my hands to-day (February 23rd, 1875,) the report of Mr. Doyle, lately
sent to this country to examine into the condition of the pauper and workhouse children, brought out
by Miss Rye, I must express my astonishment that any such report should have been made by Mr.
Doyle, as expressive of the state of the work in Canada. I speak more })art.iculm'ly of Miss Rye’s
work, as I am not so conversant with Miss Macpherson’s, her sphere of action being in another
part of the Province. Miss Rye having established her Home for the children she brings out, in my
parish, I naturally took an interest in her praiseworthy work, and from its commencement have had
more or less to do with it, and moreover, I have acted gratuituously as Chaplain to the *“Home ”
whenever my services have been required, and always rendering my assistance on those days especially
when the children are given out.

«] have no hesitation in saying that Mr. Doyle has put a most unfavourable construction on Miss
Rye’s work, by singling out a certain number of cases where the children have not turned out well,
which, I am happy to say, considering their antecedents, and the large number placed out, is wonder-
fully small ; but he has more scrupulously avoided taking the other side of the picture, and showing
in all honesty, as he should have done, how large a proportion he found in comfortable situations, and
doing well. I may safely say, and‘l am sure I wil{) be borne out by all right minded people here,
whose opinions are worthy of respect, that Miss Rye’s work, as a whole in Canada, has been eminently
sucoessflt’xl, and a blessing to the children she has brought out. That there would be some bad cases,
was assuredly to be expected, but these should not have condemned the whale work, for we find such
in the best brought-up and edycated families.
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“] feel satisfied that three per cent. of the children Miss Rye has brought to this country would
cover the cases to which Mr. Doyle so pointedly refers. 1 may further remark, that it would have
been far better, and fairer to botg Miss Rye and Miss Macpherson, if Mr, Doy]e had reported sepa-
rately upon their work, for that which applles to one can by no means be construed as applying to the
other.

“ But it is not my intention to notice at full length the glaring inaccuracies which his report contains,
nor is it my object to contradict his statements myself, but to ask you in all fairness to kear the other
side, before action is finally taken upon it, for a more ill-informed representation of Miss Rye’s work
here could not, in my humble opinion, have been made by any one who professed to have examined its
merits,

“T must apologize for thus troubling you, which I should not have done but in the cause of justice
to one, who has devoted her whole life to the amelioration of the condition of the pauper and work-
house children of England.”

I shall feel greatly obhged to you to place this before your Emigration Committee, which I under-

stand is now investigating thxs subject.
- I havethe honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) ~ WrrLLtam McMurray, D.D., D.C.L,,
John Lowe, Esq., Rector of Nlagara, Rural Dean, &e.
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Ottawa.

We, the undersigned inhabitants of Niagara, having read the above, fully concur i and endorse the

same,
(Signed) - FreEpERicKk Magson, M.R.C.S.L.,
Wu. Kirsy, J.P., Collector of Custotns,
Henry Parrorp, J.P,,
Rost. N. BaLy, J.P,
Jorn W. Bavii, Church Warden

(NotesbyMtssRyeonMr Doyle's Report, put in evidence at her request.)

Page 1.—Emigration of pauper children to Canada’

If so ; why mix up accounts of the Arab children with the investigation?

Page 4.——Says addresses given were incorrect.

By whom—by Miss Rye or Miss Macpherson? As far as I am .concerned the postal a.ddresses were
given ; and I find letters reach the children safely. : :

Page 4.—No one in Niagara knows the workhouse gll'l reportad by Miss Rye a.s on t.he streets.

I did not report this girl as lost ; I said I was afraid such was the case; and. cu.r;ous]y enougb,
came to see me at Niagara, all ri ht a month after Mr. Doyle’s visit.

Page 5.—Gutter ch ren-—suci is the. class of which Miss Rye’s work is largely com.posed.

This i8 not so, the proportion is net 200 in 1,370 souls. ‘

- Page 6.—Several thousand pounds a year contnbuted by pnvate ‘individuals in Engla.nd for the
work. o

"I have only.one Home in London, and that 18 at Peckham Th1s was not. commeneed #ill 1873
and the atcounts ure yearly audited by E. Antrobus, Esq., one of our oldest metropolitan. magxstx:ates ;
and the Home at Peckham had its-rise in & gift of 500l., made to myself by a personal friend. o

Page 6c—Although in 1868-9 the guardians of swo' or thrée unions, &e. - '

In 1869, the Kirkdale Union at Liverpool, gave me the. first party of chlldren ever brought m
Canada ;: and it was not till 1873 that I brought any street children. . ... T

Page 6.—The girls shall be looked after until they are 18 years of age.

My promise to the guardians:was, that they shonld be apprenticed - until they were exghteen years
of age. The words referred to were inadvertently printed on the papers for the street children, and
were used to-explain in a short sentence, the spirit of the mdeuture wlnch makea other persons and not
myself the custodians of the children. L

Page 6.—Children sent out from reformatories. Lo i

I have only brought out three such children, and they came out in 1869 ; two out of three<ate Aoing
remarkably well ; one is lost sight of.

Page 7.—Iun cases where parents are living, their consent to emigration of the children-is said to -be
obtained.

As far as I am concerned it is always so obtained, and I have too much knowledge of; and respect
for the law to do otherwise ; moreover I not only get the consent of the surviving parent of a child,
but also require two thnesses to the transaction.

Page 7.—A girl of seventeen, who came against her will, &ec.

If one of my girls, I do not know who, and certainly she was old enough to have expressed an
independent opinion on such a matter.

P’age 8.—St. George’s Home, Montreal,—-bad.

I have stopped there several times for 6 to 12 hours with the children, and have always met with the
greatest possible attention and kindnese.

Kzlage 8,—Miss Rye stops sometimes at Toronto while mroute for Niagara.

ways.

Page 8.—Miss Rye has no distributing homes at New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

Miss Rye has been allowed by the kindness of the lady managers of the orphanages at St. John and
Halifax, to have the use of the Homes in both cities, and the very valuab{)e co-operatlon and kind
assistance of the ladies in placing out the children.

Page 11.—The precautions taken by Miss Rye to obtain information respectmg applicants for
chlldren appears to be on paper minute and careful.

My plan of getting at information relating to the character, &c. of persons applying for children
dxﬁ'ers from that pursued both by Miss Macpherson and Mr. Stephenson of the Bonner Road Schools,

.
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London, and Hamilton distribution homes, where persons apglying for children dring or send, together
with their letter of application, the necessary certihpcates of character. When persons apply to me for
a child T send them the schedule marked E. in this report, and when that is filled up P write myself
to the two referees and ask for confidential information.
a)sza.ge 11.—A large number of Miss Rye’s! female children are placed out under the indenture of
option.
at is from 10 to 15 per cent. as stated elsewhere.

Page 11.—A third form of indenture used by Miss Rye.

I have only two forms of indentures for girls, viz.: That for adoption used for children up to
9 or 10 years of age, and the indenture of service used for girls from 10 to 18 years of age. e
indenture lettered I. refers to boys, of whom I have brought out comparatively few.

Mr. Doyle thinks these indenture papers are not worth much in &mada. I would respectfully ask
him how much they are worth in England?

Page 13.—Some of the people who take the children only recont settlers.

The majority of persons who have taken my children are persons who have lived on their own
property 20, 30, or 40 years, and I have not on all my books six families who have lived under three
years in the same neighbourhood.

Page 13.—Canadian farmer, bound to make the most of his season, works from day-light to dark.

True ; but what of the long leisure of winter, and the winter’s schooling for the children ?
hPage 14.—Situations in which children are placed in towns and villages are of a very inferior
character.

Granted, inferior children cannot be placed out in first-class homes, and Mr. Doyle ignores the
fal::ﬁdthat in six years 760 places have had to be found for 290 unruly and disobedient returned
children.

Page 14.—The semi-criminals of our large cities.

1 have brought none.

Page 14.—Most unfair to the children of Poor Law Unions that they should be associated with
children of this class.

The arab child as a rule is more intelligent, more easily ruled and immeasurably more affectionate
and grateful than the workhouse child ; the latter has but one advantage over the street child, viz.,
education, i.e, a knowledge of reading and writing. The obstinacy and deceit of the workhouse
child is most frightful and disheartening, to quote the words of a most intelligent Canadian farmer,
who knows nothing of our English Union Schools, except by observation of the children. It seems
“ to me that the children in Union Schools have never done anything before they came to Canada,
“ except what they have been made to do, and that their contempt for authority arises from the fact
“ that, while they in their daily life are in daily contact with a certain set of authorities, yet the
‘ children are fully aware that this authority is only a delegated power, and that there is a court
“ of appeal for the children, to whose decision their teachers have constantly, at the ipse dizit of a
¢ child, to bow.”

Page 15.—Many persous who at first looked well at the plan have since changed their minds.

As far as this is concerned this is not incorrect. My work was first questioned, then smiled at,
and now highly approved.

Page 15—The children should be trained in these homes, &c.

Where we find children especialy ignorant of household work we do so, and I have spent many four
and five hours at a stretch standing over girls scrubbing, washing, and cooking.

Compare this with Page 16.—For girls this training should be if possible in the families of Canadian
householders. .

Page 16.—Miss Rye’s ship matron appears kind and intelligent.

This matron has worked for me 12 years, and before she worked for me was in the employ of the
Government Emigration, 81, Park street, Westminster.

Page 16.—Matron, one person. :

We have always from six to ten adult women in our party who assist the matron, and either two or
three stewards, belonging to the slfip’s company, whom I fee, and who are down amongst the children
to help the matron. ‘

Page 17.—Children’s heads in a very filthy condition.

This is too true, and as we get the children chiefly from the workhouses, this cannot be very much
wondered at. I had forty little girls out from Peckham last October, and their heads when they landed
were as clean as mine to-day.

Pagoe 17.—I cannot say they have been successful in creating a feeling of confidence in the
Homes.

On the 22nd September 1874, when Mr. Doyle was in Canada, I invited about 500 persons to meet
him, and a three weeks notice was given of the gathering. Had Mr. Doyle been at the Home on
that day he would have seen some 300 happy, bright children, and been in a better position to have
given an opinion on this subject. Children who have been naughty and disobedient and threatened
with punishment finding themselves en route for the Home, and Miss Rye, who is to their little minds,
the very embodiment of punishment, are not very likely to have much pleasure in looking forward to
a return visit to the Home ; neither should they.

Page 20.—Miss Rye trusts to the accident of being able to find persons in different districts who
will relieve her of the responsibility of finding homes.

This is absolutely incorrect. I have already given the names of persons who are kindly working
with me, who, for the work sake, have quietly worked with and for me these five years, and are now
valued and personal friends.

Page 20.—Child removed, because man drank, sezt day ; rough men and learning to swear ; master

'

No such entries in any of my books. .
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Page 20.—I cannot help thinking that in a country in which wages are so high, &c. more favourable
terms.

My experience of six years leadsme to believe that the terms I ask for the children are, on the
whole, satisfactory and fair to both employer and employed.

Page 21.—Union children branded, &c., &e.

Divine love and compassion for these poor children having moved our hearts to better their
condition, we are not likely to go running about the country speaking against our own little ones.

Page 25.—Miss Rye not able to 1\,%ive e address of the girl at Newcastle.

For the very reason that when Mr. Doyle visited us the girl was being removed.

Page 26.—Children at Drummondville and St. Catherines not visited, though within easy distances
of the Home.

The very reason why they were not visited, because children living so near can and do come and see
me, and I confine my visiting to the far off places such as Mount Forest, London or Chatham.

Page 29.—Boy in a small room without proper ventilation.

Would venture to suggest that the ventilation of the railway arches is no doubt much more complete.

Page 29.—Whereas, ninety per cent. of the children sent out to Canada are Church of England, ete.

Referring in conversation to this matter to me, Mr. Doyle made the remark while in Canada, that
if this one fact alone were known in England it would ruin the work. Asa matter of fact the statement
is correct—not more than ten per cent. of the children do go into families worshipping at Church of
England —while they are under my care we. all attend the services of the Church o? England. I bave
had some eight or ten baptised into that church, and about the same number confirmed. It seems
to me, judging by the state of religious ignorance in which I find the children when they first come
to me, while they have been nominally members of the Church of England, that a very large number
of them have been trained in the Church of Indifferentism, and that by placing them as [ do with
Presbyterians, Wesleyan Methodists and Baptists, who form the bulk of the worshipping people of this
great nation of Canada, that I am at any rate giving them a chance of becoming incorporated into that
body of Christ—which is the church—and which knows neither Episcopalian, %resbyterian, Baptist or
Methodist—we want but pure God-fearing men and women, not merely members of certain churches.

Page 31.—A land of promise for the boys.

And if so, why not for the girls?

Page 82.—Several of the children lost sight of.
Slie page 27—Not so very large a number taken from 1,300 children, and extending over six years
wor,

Page 33.—Charges publicly made; Canadian press; Miss Rye and Miss Macpherson’s pecuniary
interest.

I have never seen any such charge made at any time against Miss Macpherson and only once against
myself, and that was traced to a discharged matron of my own.

Page 33.—Drawback of six dollars on each immigrant.

Incorrect ; six dollars on each adult, and sometimes it takes three children to make an adult.

Page 338.—Miss Rye obtained from the Department at Ottawa passage warrants.

I have never at any time had any communication on the subject with Ottawa, and what I have paid
has been to my shippers direct.

Page 85.—Girls ought not to be sent out at a later age than seven to nine. -

If so, Mr. Doyle had better himself take charge of the work, as no one in their senses would under-
take such a scheme.

Maria S. Ryg,
9th March 1875. The Russell House, Ottawa.

—

Honble. Mr. Justice Dunkin, P.C., appeared before the Committee :—

@. Have you any, and what knowledge of the work carried on by Miss Macpherson or Miss Rye ?

A. I cannot say I have personal knowledge of Miss Rye’s work, or am in a position to speak of it
otherwise than at second hand or by hear-say. Of Miss Macpherson’s I have seen and know much.

My attention was first called to it early in 1870, not long after I became Minister of Agriculture, by
letters (official and private) from the late Mr. Dixon, then London Agent of my Department, a most
faithful and reliable public servant, in which, from his London point of view, he wrote of it in terms of
the highest eulolgy. No special favour being sought for it, I had no occasion to inquire as to it here,
officially. But I satisfied myself beﬂond doubt by unofficial inquiry, that at and around Belleville, then
its one Canadian centre, it was to the full as deserving of sympathy and encouragement as it possibly
could be in England. .

I first met Miss Macpherson here in the fall of 1871, and had no hesitation, from what I had then
learnt, in at once urging on her the establishment of a’second Home in my own section of country, the
Eastern Townships. It was thus, in a great part, at my instance that the Knowlton Home was founded.
And that at Galt, aleo, was founded about the same time, making up the number of her three Canadian
Homes, since and now in operation.

Leaving ﬁolitical office to become a Judge of the Suporior Court, I have been resident close to the
Knowlton Home ever since it was opened. Miss Barber, who took and still has charge of it, is my
sister. My wife and our other sisters are, as a matter of course, in constant communication with her ;
and almost everything of interest as it occurs there is known to me. Miss Macpherson has, of course,
been there and on visits at my own house repeatecly; and almost all her co-workers who have since
been in Canada have also been there, and so become personally well known to me. I can safely say
that her work, now especially in reference to Knowlton and its Quebec Territory, has engaged from the
first all the attention I could possibly give it ; and I have only become more and more convinced, with
fuller knowledge, of its exceeding public value. It has brought out a great number of well-selected

oung people of all ages, from early childhood upwards, an overwhelming majority of whom are certainly
Known to be doing ‘well, —many wonderfully well ; and an extremely smafl proportion only of whom
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are known, or may be fairly surmised to have not done well. They are brought out and treated at the
Homes with the utmost care and kindness, are placed out with great precaution, and looked after,
where placed, as closely as our wide distances and the limited number of the workers allow; are
received back with like kindness on return from place, and again placed out with like precaution ; are
cared for if (as, of course, sometimes happens) they return sick; in a word, are regar(Yed and treated,
in the Homes and out of them, as children should be by parents. I have not always felt sure but that
the indulgence might be rather in excess, as perhaps tending to make the Homes too attractive in
comparison with out places. But of the thoroughly parental character of the care taken of them there
can be no possibility of doubt ; nor can there be any of its generally successful result. As I have seen
it,—and Irepeat I ﬁave 80 seen it as to be able to speak con%dently,—it is a religious charity, carried out
with as strict and thorough adherence to religious and charitable principles as I can well thi ssible.

Q. Have you seen Mr. Doyle’s late Report to the President of the Local Government rd at
home ; and if so, what have you to say to it?

A. I'have only had time to examine Mr. Doyle’s Report rather hastily. But I see that it is full of
misagprehension and mistake,—to use the mildest terms possible; the work of a reporter grepared to
see, hear, argue and suspect whatever squared with the prepossessions natural to English poor-law
officialism, and whose flying stay here and there in Canada has wholly failed to correct those preposses-
sions or give him any !istinctive view of what can or cannot be done, for good orill, in a country so
unlike England (in respect alike of poverty and of wealth) as Canada is. With children and young
people seriously in demand, labour scarce, wages high, capital only growing towards the measure of
our needs, and not yet in the least danger of accumulation in too few hands,—in a word, with the hard
and fast dividing line of rich and poor (as drawn in England) unknown—covert cruelty to, or ill
treatment of children or young people, to any extent, merely cannot be. Miss Macpherson’s workers
do their best to select good homes; and, as a matter of well-known fact, they very generally can and do
choose well. If, as must happen, now and then they make mistakes, Canadian social habits are such
a8 to make it morally certain that some neighbour or other, if not the whole neighbourhood, will protect
any child from wrong. Besides their visitings, the ladies and gentlemen working at, and otherwise in
connection with the %-Iomes, maintain a constant correspondeuce by letter with and about the children.
It is everywhere notorious that they are earnestly cared for at the Homes ; and it is impossible that
any crying harm can go on for more than a very short time before getting to be known there, and, of
course (when known) attended to, that it may be remedied. Of course, the visits and correspondence
are all of the most friendly character possible. Nothing else would do. Canada has no poor-laws,—
no defined classes of rich and poor for such laws to deal with. And much as our people want labour
and prize children as they grow up, they would never stand any system of official interference with the
freedom of their family affairs. Not to say that it would be a death-blow to the work, in respect of its
essential character, were serious attempt made to engraft on it this feature. What we have to do is to
absorb these young folks into the mass of our community as fast as we can, to take from them all
distinctive mark, to make them as thoroughly Canadian as though they had been-born here. To have
a body of officials constantly on their track, with all the machinery of investigation, report, and what
not, that might be good for England, would be to create and inaintain here the very line of distinction
we must not have,—a line of class mischievous in every aspect, and from the Canadian point of view,
purely intolerable. :

I sgould like to see the Government here, whether Dominion or Provincial, giving to this work, and
to all like it, the benefit of their attention, and of a judicious oversight—to say nothing of more active
encouragement, such as it merits and might well receive. But that oversight to do good might be kept
within reasonable bounds. An earnest work of charity properly so ca.lledg, and above all such a work
having necessary connection with religious motive cannot here be carried out under state direction, nor
even under a system of direct interference by the state; those who undertake it must have all needed
freedom ; or it must wholly lose its character, and sink into a mere routine of governmental administration,
worthless or next to worthless for its main and highest ends.

Q. A?:e there any points of detail in the report on which you would state your views to the Com-
mittee

A. It would take far too much of the Committee’s time, and make my answer far too long, were I
at all to follow the report into detail. A very large pr«iFortion indeed of all that it suggests,—adversely
to Miss Macpherson’s work, at least, it answers of itself. The rest of its implied charges against that
work I am well assured admit of, and will have in due time, abundant answer.

There are only a very few matters connected more particularly with the Knowlton Home on which
I should care at present to remark.

The “ fixed wooden guard beds one placed above the other,” which are called (p. 8) “very objec-
“ tionable,” are (as was explained to Mr. Doyle), a mere temporary expedient for the dormitores ;
occasioned partly by difficulty of getting, in the hurry of the first fitting of them up, a supply of
suitable bedsteads, and partly by some shortness of funds. They are not yet removed ; but will be as
soon as possible. Meantime, the upper tier (as also was explained to Mr. Doyle) is unoccupied, unless
for quite hort periods on arrival of a new party. And the bed frames and bedding are kept scrupulously
clean, as indeed is everything about the Home. .

The caricature sketch given (p. 9) by Mr. Doyle of the attic available for sick-rooms is unfair,—
though perhaps not meant to be so. They are neither so wide nor so high as (with ampler means at
command), they would have been. But the ceiling of each is partly flat and the slope of the ceiled roof
strikes a plastered wall and not the floor. Their height and width too, and the pitch of the roof, are
not at all what the sketch suggests. And they have been improved since Mr. Doyle saw them, by the

utting in of a good-sized gable window, besides that at the far end into each. They are now very
Fair rooms for the purpose they are to serve, a purpose of only exceptional use. .

The building has been further much more improved, by the raising of parts of the main roof and the
completion of the main attic story, in which there are now three new and very good rooms, besides
valuable store-room space. It is a good building, remarkably well placed, and fairly adequate to all
its purposes ; though of course abundantly improi';.ble as further means shall be forthcoming. With

3 .
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the five or six acres of land on which it stands, and its accessories of furniture, &c. (everything bought
low), it has cost about $8,000. And as yet, it is a mere result of private liberality ; no public money
having aided as to it, at all. v )

Mr. Doyle is wrong again in saying (p- 8) that “beyond the provision of separate sleeping rooms”
for boys and girls, “ there is no attempt at classification.” He was there at a time when the arrange-
ments of the new building were rather in progress than yet made ; and he was not there long enough
really to appreciate their details. The boys and girls have separate grounds, and are otherwise divided.
And the classifications generally, thouﬁh no doubt improvable, and indeed in course of constant
improvement, are on the whole better than if they were more like those of an English workhouse.
The arrangements are all made as nearly as may be to follow the model of family life. And no one yet
that I know, who has ever seen them close, has regarded them as otherwise than quite good,—well
suited to attain their end.

As for making the Home a training school for “two or three years ” for all comers over the age of
12 (p. 10}, I can only call the idea preposterous. Mr. Doyle sets it aside himself, in the very next
sentence after that in which he suggests it. “For girls,” he goes on, ¢ that training should be, if
¢ possible, in the families of Canadian householders.” Certainly, and so also, to answer its real end,
it must be for boys too. A model workhouse life here for two or three years, would only unfit for all
life here thereafter.

The estimate of 200L. for the yearly expenses of each 6f Miss Macpherson’s Homes, which Mr. Doyle
gives (p. 34) in connection with some other wild financings, is hardly less preposterous. The oversight
of the Enowlton Home, by my sister and her associates in the work, may fairly enough be set down as
costing nothing. And though Mr. Doyle makes a slight mistake in saying (p. 9) that “there are for
¢ the indoor domestic work 7o paid servants or domestics,” the very small part of this that is paid for
costs very little indeed. But the outlay of the Knowlton Home for 1874, scarcely fell short of $5,000, .
or say 1,000. sterling. Of this $8,000, or 600. sterling (three times Mr. Doyle’s guess), were for
current expenses of the year.

The remark of the “intelligent shrewd girl of between 16 and 17,” that “doption, sir, is when folks
« gets a girl to work without wages” (p. 12), is equally wide of the mark. At least from the Knowlton
Home, and I am sure enough, indeed, from Miss Macpherson’s other Homes—adoption is not known
excepting for mere children. It could not be, and I repeat it is not.

MI;. Doyle fancies (p. 16) that the conditions of service are made too much “in favour of the employer,
“ that in consideration of getting cheap labour he may be willing to put up with serious faults of character
% and conduct.” In real truth, there has rather been at Knowlton (and I daresay at the other Homes
to0) an excess than a want of urgency in the matter of stipulated wages. Girls and b(:iys, new to the
country, and unknown altogether to the parties taking them, cannot at first command the pay that
they are sure to get after some little time. Few of them know or can do the sort of things that every
one here of their age knows and does of course, until after some time spent in the doing of such things
in private employment here. For a short time, it is better to get them into a really good place, on
almost any terms of payment, than to keep them too long on hand in the less practically advantageous
position involved in a long stay at the Home, or in a second-rate place where perhaps an employer may
consent to offer more.

Q. Have you observed the statement on page 17, as to the “filthy condition ” in which children are
said to have been placed out from the Knowlton Home?

A. Yes; Mr. Doyle mentioned there, that he had so heard, and was at once told the facts. The
Report implies a state of things which does not exist. “ The explanation,” it says, ¢ of children being
“ allowed to leave in such a state was, that people were so impatient to get them that, though cau-
‘ tioned as to their condition, they would insist upon taking them.” For the first arrival or two this
was so, to some extent. Persons coming (often) from a distance, and not willing to come again or risk
loss of a particular child, were reluctantly allowed to have their own way. But the fact that in some
cases—not many—complaint was made, soon put a stop to this. The assumption of the Report (p. 17),
that  the personal cleanliness of the children is very much neglected during the voyage,”—and that
« greater attention during the voyage might to some extent at least, obviate this cause of complaint,”
—must pass for what it is worth. It rests on Mr. Doyle’s statement, that a certain party of 150 sent
out by Miss Rye, and whose starting he witnessed, “ was under the charge of a matron who appeared
¢« to be a kind, intelligent woman,” but whose duties, children, who came out under her care, told
“ me did not involve the sort of service of which children, under such circumstances, stand most in
“ peed.” Of that case, I known nothing. But I know Miss Macpherson’s parties come out with
much stronger ‘attended force. Indeed, besides steerage attendance Froper, some worker or workers
‘(of either sex, or both) coming in the cabin and spending great part of their time in the steerage, never
ail to accompany them. And at least in one case that came incidentally under my notice, a lady,
whose natural place would have been in the cabin made herself a steerage passenger with the children.
They are, empgatica.lly, not by any means neglected on' their passage. Nor on their arrival is their
state as to cleanliness in any sense exceptional or discreditable. Latterly, indeed, unlike the mass of
arriving emigrants, they have been allowed to travel in first-class cars on the railway from Quebec, the
lady and gentlemen workers with them ; as ind_eed, they always were in the olden time, when the cars
were the rougher and less clean cars of the ordinary steerage passengers.

Q. On page 20, Miss Macpherson is described as ““anxious to get the children off immediately upon
¢ their arrival.” Is this so?

A. Certainly not at Knowlton. On occasion of the first few arrivals, people to a considerable extent
overbore Miss Barber’s unwillingness to let the children go off at once. All is done that reasonably
can be done, to keep them in the Home for a sufficient time before they are placed out. And I have
no idea that the Knowlton rule differs in this from the rule at Belleville and Galt.

Q- On page 6, “ the children are said to comprise not only ‘arab’ and ‘ pauper’ children, but also
¢ children from Reformatories;” and on page 14, it is said, “ Of the children sent out, a.large pro-
“ portion, as I have observed, are described as being of the very lowest class—the semi-criminals of
“ our large cities and towns.” Is this so?
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A. I never heard of a single child from a Reformatory, or of the semi-criminal class, having been sent
out. If any had been, I am sure I must have become aware of it. I do not hesitate to say that the
fact is not so. .

As I have already said, much care is taken to select well. And the mistakes made (unavoidably, one
may say) are remarkably few.

@. What has been the proportion of cases that should be called failures, at the Knowlton Home ?

A T cannot give exact figures, not having thought of asking for them. But I know the proportion
to be incredibly small. I doubt whether it exceeds (or even reaches) two per cent. And, as I have
already said, the proportion of unmistakeably successful cases, is on the other hand extremely great.
Success is the rule. Want of success the exception.

@. What deaths have there been from among the Knowlton Home arrivals?

A. One in three years, and out of some 280 arrivals. If there has been any other, it must have
occurred very lately, and at a distance,—not to have been heard of.

That case was the case of an extremely promising lad, as to whose state of health a mistake was
made in London. He was carried off soon after arrival by rapid consumption, for which he was treated
with the greatest care at the Home, till at last Miss Barber was obliged to remove him (she going
with him herself) to the Montreal General Hospital. The kindness lavished on the poor boy there by
every one having anything to do with him was such as could not have been exceeded.

Q. What do you think of the suggestion (pages 31 and 32) that the direct superintendence and care
of juvenile immigration should be assigned to the municipal and school authorities?

A. It is one that I think no one but a stranger to Canada, full of English poor-law ideas, could
have thought of. It would be the constituting (in effect) of a poor-law machinery here, for the one
class of juvenile immigrants. If it could be tried, it would kill off all action by other machinery, and
would fail otherwise in every respect. That it could not be tried, or here seriously entertained, is the
best thing one can say of it.

The Chairman submitted the following letter from Mr. A. Thompson, M.P. (Welland) :—
“ House of Commons,
“ 27th March 1875.
“ To the Chairman of the Committee on Immigration.
“ DEar Sig,—I live near Miss Rye’s ‘ Home.” I have never visited the establishment, but I
“ can confidently say that the labours of Miss Rye are highly appreciated throughout all the neigh-
“ bourhood, and I never have heard a word against her in a pecuniary or any other sense.

“ 1 hope Miss Rye’s labours and transactions will receive the most generous construction by the

“ Commuttee.
“ Yours truly,
: “ Wum. A. THoMPsON.”

The Chairman submitted the following letter from Miss Rye :—

The Russell House, Ottawa,
C. H. Pozer, Esq., 24th March 1874.
Chairman og the Emigration and
Colonization Committee, &c.

My Dear Siz,—In my address to your Committee the other day, I left a few matters unexplained,
and with ;your permission I should like to make the following addenda to my previous statements :—

I commenced my work for the emigration of i)auper children from England in October 1869, since
which date the work has been imitated by the following persons, all acting, I believe, independently of
each other—Miss Macpherson, with her three Homes of Galt, Belleville and Knowlton, and with whose
labours you are already well acquainted ; Mrs. Birt (a sister of Miss Macpherson), labouring at Halifax,
and who, like myself, has (I believe) used the orphanage of that town by kind é)ermission of the lady
managers of the establishment, for distributin%her children in Nova Scotia, and the Rev. F. Bowman
Stephenson (a member of the London School Board), whose homes (for boys and girls) are located at
Bonner Road, London, England, and the Home Farm, Lancashire, the distributing home in Canada
being at Hamilton ; also Mr. Middlemore’s Home at Birmingham with its distributing home at London,
Canada West.

These, together with the children sent out by the Roman Catholics, under the auspices of the Arch-
bishop of Westminster, and I believe under the immediate care of Miss Fletcher, but whose distributin
home in Canada I cannot name, form to the best of my knowledge the off-shoots of my idea broacheg
in the English Times of 1868. .

The Roman Catholic children have been sent from the St. George’s (Hanover Square) Union
Schools, which have from time to time committed six parties of children to my care, and it was through
the unwearied exertions of two members of that Board, viz., Colonel Fremantle and Mr. R. Fleming,
that the Roman Catholic members of that Board availed themselves of so great advantage for placing
out in life members of that one persuasion in Canada.

I do earnestly beg your Committee to recommend to your Honourable House that the closest
investigation be made of our several books, papers, and accounts, and also having regard to the
possible ultimate stream of available emigration which can flow from our workhouse schools, I would
suggest a house to house visitation, so that it shall not be possible in England to say that your
Committee has selected a few favourable cases as a balance to Mr. Doyle’s few unfavourable ones.
Let the work be judged as a whole, and I believe if a very large Commission were formed and the
work divided geogra %u'cally, and many members of your House asked to co-operate, the thing could
be done simult&neousf , and with an accuracy equal to its rapidity.

Believe me, dear Sir,
Yours very faithfully,
Mazia S. Rye.
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