
CHAPTER 262.

An Act to regulate the Immigration into Ontario of
Certain Classes of Children.

InTEHI'KETATION, S. 1.

SOCIKTIKS Foil !!KIN(a.N(i Cliri.DKEN
INTO OXTAKIO.

Societies to be authorized, as. 2,
3.

Records to ho kept by societies,
s, 4.

CertiHciitH i.f examiner before
children sent out, s. 5.

Duties as to children brought into
Ontario, ss. (i-10.

Investigation of c.miplaints as fo
treatment of children, s. 11.

Return of children who become a
l)ublic ch/irge, s. 12.

Pknai/piks.

Bringing in children unlawfully,
s. 1,'{.

Bringing in defective or criminal
children, s. 14.

Notice of chiij)kk.\ <'OM>hTTEi) to
GAOL, s. 15.

Invkstkiatiox as to violatiox.s ov
Acts, s. ](i.

Rkvi.sed Statlte c. 157 not affect-
ed, s. 17.

HER MAJESTY, by and with tlie advice and consent of
the Le^rislative Assembly of tlie Province of Ontario

enacts as follows :

—

*

I. Where the words following occur in this Act, they shall Inter„reta.
be construed ni the manner hereinafter mentioned unless a *'^'"-

contrary intention appears

:

1. " Child" shall mean a person under 18 years of age. ..qj^jjj ,

2. "Society" shall mean any individual or association of "Society. '-

individuals, whether incorporated or unincorporated under-
taking the care, training, reformation or education of orphan
neglected or dependent children, ov the bringing of such
children into the Province, or the placing out of such children
in foster homes, or the apprenticing of such children to any
trade or industry, or other work of a similar character, and
shall include a branch or agency of any .society.

3. " Agent" shall inclu.ie the superintendent or other officers .. a
ot any .society to which this Act applies, and also any

*"'"'•

person who undertakes for reward or otherwise to brino- such
children into the Province, or to place children in foster Tiomes
or as apprentices to any trade or calling or to procure them to
be so placed.

4. "Inspector" shall mean the Superintendent of Nerdected
and Dependent Children or any officer specially appointed bv
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' Inspectrjr.
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" Examiner.'

Authority of

LieHtenant-
Governor tor

bringing chil-

dren into
Ontario.

Societies and
agents to he
subject to

inspection.

the LiouteDiint-Governor in Council to inHpcct tlio work,
books and records of .sociotie.s and aj^cntH.

5. " Examiner " sliall mean tlie a^ent of the Province of

Ontario in CJreat Britain or any officer appointed by the Lieu-

tenant-Governor in Council to inspect and examine in Great
Britain or Ireland, children who are to be brou^jht into the

Province of Ontario. And any officer of the Government of

the Dominion of Canada may, with the consent of the (Jovern-

ment of Canada, be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in

Council to perform tht? duties of an examiner under this Act.

60 V. c. 53, s. 1.

"4. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council umy authorize any
society or ayi-nt to carry on the woi k of brinoing into this

Province, indigent, neglected or dejicndent childi'en, for the

purpose of providing for such children in this Province by
placing them out in foster homes, or binding them as appren-

tices, or otherwise. 60 V. c. 53, s. 2.

a. Every such society or agent, after such authority

has been given, shall, as to operations in Ontario, be subject to

the inspection and supervision of the inspector, who shall, at

least four times in every 3'ear, or ofteiier, if re(|uired to do so

by the Minister in charge, inspect the work of every such

society or agent, and shall i-epoit -thereon to the Lieutenant-

Governor in Council. 60 V. c. 53, s. 3.

Record of 4. Everj' society or agent authorized to carry on work in
oper.vtiona of Ontm-Jo .^s aforesaid, shall keep a record in writing showing:
^oclety. ' o o

{(i) The full name c)f every child brought, or procured to be
brought into this Province by the society or agent

;

(/>) The name aiul addre.ss of the parents or guardians, or

other persons from whom the society or agent received such
child

;

(c) The date on which the child was brought into this

Province
;

(d) The age and date of birth of the child
;

(e) The name and place of residence of eveiy person from
time to time having the custody of the child

;

(f) The more important terms and conditions of the agree-

ment entered into on placing out or binding as an apprentice

any child
;

(g) Such other particulars as the inspector may, with the

approval of the Minister in charge, from time to time require

(o be kept on record
;

and every examiner before giving the certificate provided

for in section 5, shall be furnished with such information as

to the particulars hereinbefoi'e set out, as the society or agent
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liny child into th

!
(• Provinco otJ

Ontario as at'oivsaid, sliall Ik- al)lc to irivo. tiO V

Si.—(1) No child shall ho hrouijht, or caused, or procurod to Certificate of

be hroujrht into the Province ol" Ontario )>y any society or
he*obtftinpd

aj^ent, or by any person other than the parent, or a person before child

8tandin<; in loco painilU to such child, from any port in (Jreat 'eaves Bntam,

Britain or Ireland, uidess bef'oiv the vessel upon which the

child is to be a passenger, sails, a certificate has been obtained '

from an examiner statinj; tliat he has satirtied liimself by
personal examination or in(|uiry, and by such sufficient evi-

dence as may be produced that the chihl named in the certificate

has not been convicted of any crime or misdemeanour or dis-

played criminal or vicious tendencies, and is in other ix'spects

a child who may lawfully be brouyht into this Province as

aforesaid.

(2) The said certificate may include any number of children

forming mend)ers of the same party of immigrants, and in

charge of the same person or persons.

(3) Regulations may be made with the approval of the

Lieutenant-Oovernor in Council authorizing the examiner to

accept as sufficient evidence in whole or in part for the pur-

poses of this section informaticjn received from any emigration

.agent or other officer of the Government of Canada whose
duty it may l)e to officially in.spcct the children before being

allowed to be brouirht into Canada. 60 V. c. 58, s. 11.

—(1) Every society or agent .shall maintain careful super- Duties of

vision over every child brought, or caused or procured to be societies and

brought into the Province by such socic^ty or age:it, \mtil such children

child attains the age of 18 years; audit shall be the <^l"ty b^o^'g^tin*"

of such society or agent to cause a personal visit by an agent
specially appointed for that purpose, to be made to each such
child at least once in every year, until the child has
attained the said age, and for the purposes of this Act, and
for the protection of the pei'son and earnings of the chiM, the

society or agent, until the child attains the age of 18 yeai'S

shall liavi' all the powers, and shall ])erform all the duties by
law ])rovided in the case of the giiardian of an infant.

(2) A certificate in wiiting, .signed by an examiner or

inspector, stating the age of any pei'son ailinitted into this

Province under this Act at the date when such per,s(Mi was .so

admitted or left Great Britain or Ireland fur that purpose,

togethei- with a further certificate signed by the Provincial

Secretary declaring that the per.son signing such first men-
tioned certificate was at the time of signing tlie .same a duly
autliorized examiner or inspector under this Act, shall in any
proseeution, action, or other proceeding institiiteil, brought or

taken under any Act of this Li-gislature, on account of or by,
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HoiiKM or
slifltHrs to be
proviipd.

or at^iiiiist, or on hcluilf of any person so adinittol, he conclusive

evidence as to the a<;e of such |)ers(jn. 00 V. c. 5J}, s. 5.

1. Kveiy such society or aijfeiit shall pi'ovide a permanent
home or shelter to which any child hrouijht, or cause(|, ur

procured to be brouijht into the Pi'ovince as aforesaid, hy
such society or a^ent, may he returned after havin<jf heen
placed out in a foster lion)e or ap])renticed as aft)resai<l, if the

person with whom the child has heen ])laced is unable or uu-
williiit;' to retain the custody or control of the child ; and the
address of such shelter shall l)e specitied in e\i'yy aeTeenuMit

made with persons receivin<^ children into fostei' homes or as

apprentices. 00 V. c. .5.S, h. 6.

Persona wth H_ Kvery person icceivin<!; Irom any society or aii'ent, any

placd to give fluid brought nito the rrovmce ot Ontario as aioresaid, sliaH,

infounation to wlu'iiever re(|uired by the society or a<]jent so to do, furnish to
socit y.

^j^^^ society or aj^vnt, full particulars as to the lieidth, conduct,

pro^'i'css and welfare of the child. GO V. c. 5.S, s. 7.

Return of

child to home
when employ-
er is unwilliiigr

to retain child.

Penalty for

abandonment
of child.

Proviso.

Society or
agent to Bta'e

cause of return
of child to

Bubseciuent
applicant.

1>.— (I) In case any person who has received from a society

or aireiit, a child broiii>ht into the Province of Ontario aH

aforesaid, is unable or unwillini;' to carry out tin; a<^rei'meut

entered into by him with the society or atjeiit, he shall, at Iuh

own e.xpense, return the child safely to the home or shelter

provided by the society or a<ient ; and any such person who
a])an<lons a child so rtjceived, or refuses to maintain the child,

and nei;lects or refuses to return him to the home or shelter

provided by the society or ao-ont as aforesaid, shall, on sum-
mary conviction thereof, before two or more Justices of the

Peace, be lial)le to a fine of not more than !?100, noi' less than
SIO, or to imprisonment i\>v an}' term not e.Kceedino- three

months. Provide<l, however, that noti.'ujjf in tliis sectioo

contained shall be deemed to ivlieve any person or to entitle

any pei'son to relief as a matter of right in respect ot a child

received by him from any society or a<>'ency or in respect of

any contract oi- a;:,reement enti'ivd into in respect of such
child, until he (jbtains the written consent of such society or

a<;ent in that behalf.

(2) Wherever a child has been so returned after having
been placed out or apprenticed, the society or ayent shall

ascertain as far as possil)le the true cause of such return, and
if it shall appear that such return was caused by any act of

immorality or serious misconduct or misdemeanour on the part

of the child, the society or a<;'ent shall, before the child is

a<iain placed out or apprenticed to any pi'rson, state to such
per.son the true cause of such return as so a.scertained. under
penalty of forfeiture of the license hi'ld l)y such society or

aiJi'e'Ut, and of the sum of not more than $100 to be lecovered

in any court of competent juriwliction at the suit of the Crown
or of the per.son ajifi^rieved. 00 V. c. 58, s. IS.
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10.—(I) Where a child who has been received by any person Society or

as aforesaid, of his own accord deserts the homo or employ- *««"* to be
. ,.

' .11 111 1 1 ' . notified when
ment ot any perstjn in whose liome he has been phiced, or to child leavee

whom he has been api)renticed, or is wrongfully taken from «»»»teror

the custody of such person, with or without the consent of the
^"

child, before attaininfj the ai;e of 18 years, the person from
whose custody the chiM has lii'tni taken or has ('scaj)ed, shall

immediately notify the society or aj^ent from whom the chilil

was received, and shall give all reasonable assistance in

recovering and restoring to the gtiai'dianship of the s(jciety

or agent the child, under jjenalty in case of defaidt of not
rnov-j '^,j,mi

sj;2() and not less than ^5, besides costs, to be
recovered on summary conviction btd'ore two or more Justices

of the Peace.

(2) It shall not b" lawful for any per.son to entice a child

away from a foster-home or situation, or to encourage or aid

a cliiM to leave the iiome in which such child has ])een placed

for adoption or apprenticeshij). Any person so interfering

with a child may be i^rosecuted by a society or agent and
may on conviction thereof be fined any sum not exceeding
$25 or imprisoned for any period not exceeding three months.
GO V. c. 5.S, s. !).

1 1.—(1 ) In case any person resident in the Province gives

notice to a society or agent, that a child brought into the

.Province by the society or agent and placed out or apprenticed
by the society or agent, is being ill-ti'eat('<l or over-woi'ked, or

is not being properly educated, or is being otherwise neglected,

such .society or agent shall immediately can <e the complaint to

be investigated, and shall take all necessary steps to protect

the child from further ill-treatment or neglect.

(2) Any person with wdiom a child has been placed out or

a])prentice(l, who ill-treats or over-works, oi- neglects to pro-

vide for the proper maintenance and education of such child,

shall, upon sinnmary conviction thei-eof, before two or more
Ju.stices of the Peace, be ]ial)l(' to a tine not e.xceeding §50, or

to imprisonment, with oi- without liard labour, for any term not

exceeding six montlis.

(3) Every society, agent or person having the custody of

Huv child heretofore or liereafter brought into the Province of

Ontario shall be entitled to send sucli child to the public or

separate schools of the municipality or school .section in which
the child resides in the same manner as the child of any rate-

payer in the nuniicipality or .school section, and every such

.society, agent or person having custody of any such child shall

be .subject to The Act respectivg Truancy ami Gohipulsory

Sc/iool AUondancc, and to the penalties imposed by the said

Act in the .same manner and to the same extent as any rate-

payer. ()() V. c. 53, s. 14.

Society or

agent to inven-
tigate com-
ptaintH as to
ill-treatmeAt
of children
placed out.

Rev. Stat,

c. 2»€.
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Where child | *4, If any chiltl lu'i'i'iifter so brought, or canst'd or pi'ocurerl

Province be- ^ ^^^ In'ou^ht into tho Provincn of Ontario, V>y any society or

cornea a public at^cnt, within tlwee years thereafter, becoincH a charj^e
charge, upon the funds of any nmnicipality, or upon tiie Province, or

dependent upon private charity, such society or a^ent shall,

if HO ordered by tho Inspector, pay to tho municipality or the

Province, or to any person inaintaininjj the child, as the case

may be, the cost of the maintenance of the child, and may be
recjuired to return the child to the place from which he came
into this Province, if, in the opinion of the Inspector, such a

Proviso. course is advisable ; Provided that the Inspector may exempt
any society or agent from the operation of this section upon
production of the certificate of an examiner to the effect set

forth in section 5 of this Act unless it is made to appear
that such certiticate was granted on false statements or repre-

sentations made by or on behalf of the society. (50 V. c 63, s. 13,

Penalty for

brinKing
ohilaren into
Province
unlawfully.

I Jl. Any person who, withotit the authority conferred by
the Lieutenant-Governor under section 'I of this Act, brings,

causes or procures to be brought into this Province, after tho

1st day of September, 1897, any indigent, neglected or depen-
dent child not being his own child, or a child for whom he is

acting as guardian, or one towards whom he .stands in loco

parentis, shall, on summary conviction thereof, before two or

more Justices of the Peace, be liable to a tine of not more than
$100 nor less than $10, besides costs, and in default of pay-
ment of such tine and costs, to imprisonment for any pei'iod

not exceeding three months. 60 V. c. 68, s. 10.

Penalty for 1 4.—(1) Any society or agent, or person acting on behalf

fe'otive'or
* 0^ ^^Y society Or agent, who brings, or causes or procures to be

criminal chil- brought into the Province of Ontario, any child who, from
y"j^j?^"' *"*° defective intellect, or disease, or physical inHrmity, or any

other defect, is unable to follow any trade or calling, or any
child of known vicious tendencies, or any child who is known
to be an habitual criminal, or who has been reared, or who hud
resided amongst habitual criminals, or any child whose parents
have been habitual criminals, lunatics, or idiots, or weak
minded or defective constitutionally, or confirmed paupers, or
diseased, or without having the certificate provided for in sec-

tion 5 of this Act, shall, on summary conviction thereof, before

two or more Justices of the Peace, be liable to a penalty of not
more than $100, nor less than $10, besides costs, and in default

of payment of said fine and costs, to imprisonment for any
period not e.xceeding 3 months.

(2) No proceedings against any person under this section

shall be taken after the expiration of two years from the date

on which the child was brought into the Province as aforesaid.

(3) The provisions of .sections 5 and 13 and of this section

shall not apply in the case of any person not acting as an
agent or on behalf of any society or agent, and who is.

i
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Npfciiilly fiitniHtvd widi Mir ciisindy of the cliilil \,\ thf |.,ii«iii(

(ir pd'Hoiis stiiiiiliii;^' ill loct) /Kiriiilis to sucli cliild, for tlic [>ui •

T)()so of l)iin;;iii;^ the siiid cliiM into tlic I'rovinci' iiiid dclivor-
mj; liiiii l,o Hie ciislody of sotiir iiiisoii ill flic I'rox iiicc ; pro-
vided lli.it llir |M'isuii |o wlioiii IJir cliild is |o lie ddiscrcd is

ill tlic o|iiiiioii of llic Sii|HTiiitciidi III of Ncifjcctcd .'Hid l>c|p(ii-

dciit ( 'liildrcii n tit ;uid |iro|icr person to In cnimstcd witli tin'

cUHtody uf the child (iO V. c. y.i, 12.

ItT. Whenever Jiiiy child iidiiiitted to the I'roviiice under
this Act is coiiiiuilted to or ijetniiied in the coiiniion ;^;io| of n
county, it sli.dl he the duty of the SlieiiH' of i he county to

notify the Siiperintciideiil of Neirjccled iind !»• piiid<iit

< 'hildrcii of the ii.'iiiie iiiid .e^e of the child. ;iiid the d.ite iinij

CiiUiJe f)f such coiiiniitta! or <letention. i»(» \ . c. hA. k. lb, part.

Itt. The FnHpt'ctor may diri'ct prooe(>din<,'H to he tnkon
)i;fainst any jierson for xiohit in;;' the |)ro\isions of this Act,,and
h(! shall, for tiilH purpose, iii(|uire into all the complaiiifs niadc
to him ae-ainst any person, society or ai,fcnt, and report thereon
to tlui Minister in cluiree of the Department to which he is

attached; aiifl the Tns]'ertor may. in his report, recommend
tliat the, aiit.liority conferred hy the Tiieutena,nt-('lov(!rnor in

Conncil under s(^ntion 2 of this Act, shall he revoked, and the
Tji(!utenant-(!overnor niav thereupon hy order revoke such
>).uthority. 60 V. c. 5.*^, h. W.

17. "Nothing' in tllis Act shj'll M.ffec<. tlic provisions of 77"" Provisions of

Art rr'si)''rfinii ^f"sf('l- dvd Srrr'ivf witli regard to anrec- ]i'i^'
*^*'*'- °-

mcnts mado with p(>rsons resid(>nt out of ( anada for the t»m contnwtH

pcrformanct^ of lahour or servic"^ or liaviiu;' reference to the ""' »tf''«:*'<-'<l-

performance of lahour or s(\r\'ice >)y such persons in the
Provijicc of Ontario. 60 V. c. 53, s. 17.
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